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ADVERTISEMENT 


1 Should be ungrateful if I did not acknowledge the 
- Obligations I am under to Ramundus Martinus, 
in his Treatiſe entitled Pugis Fidei; and to Pet. Ga- 
latinus, in his Treatiſe ds Arcanis cæibolicæ Veritatis, 


for their Reference to ſeveral of the Paſſages which I 
have here quoted out of the Talmud and Midraſcots. 
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Proceed now to endeayour ta 
AG 7 3x! diſcharge myſelf of that Pro- 
AD miſe which I had entered into 
in my former Letter: And as 
there ought to be an Umpire in every 
Diſpute, to whoſe determination the Dit- 
ferences in queſtion are to be referred; I 
ſhall ſet out with acknowledging thoſe 
Books of the Holy Bible, which you al- 
low to be Canonical, to be the proper 
Judges of this Controverſy, And there- 
fore as I ſhall frequently have occaſion for 
appealing to them; and as I do not write 
Hebrew with any readincſs, I chooſe to. 
begin with ſetting down their Names both 
in 


-- 


in Engliſhand Hebrew, that when I quote 
the Engliſh Name, or the Hebrew Word 
in Roman Characters, you may, by conſult- 
ing this part of my Treatiſe, find out what 
Book it is ig the Hebrew Bible to which 
I refer. 


The Names and Order in which you place 
your Canonical Books, are theſe. 


The Hebrew Name. The Engliſh Name. 


MU ' 1 Geneſis 
Mov 158) Exodus 

N D Leviticus 
5 13723 Numbers 
dam ns Deutronomy 


Which being the Penteteuch, or, five 
Books of Mefes, go under the general De- 
nomination of the Law. Then come the 


Books of the Prophets 

yen Joſhua 
DLaw Judges 
Wu Samuet 


d' Kings 


1 
Which four are called the Books of the 
firſt Prophets. Then come the four Books 
of thoſe which are called the latter Pro- 


phets, vig. 
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Jeremiah 
EF zeket 


welve minor 
Prophets. 


Habbacuck 
Zephauia 
Haggai 
Zachariah 


Malachi 


Then come the Hagiographa, which are 
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Chranicles 
P/alms 
Proverbs 
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In which Nehemiah is alſo included. 
All which, taking the twelye minor Pro- 
phets for one Book, make in all twenty 
four Books of Canonical Scriptures. 

Ix the Interpretation of which Scriptures 
or the application of them to the Argu- 
ment before us, I ſhall not appeal to any 
Chriſtian Commentators, of what Emi- 


nency ſoever, but to the Commentators of 
the Jewiſh nation, who have either writ- 


ten Targums upon the Scriptures, or Mi- 
draſcots, i. e. allegorical Comments; or 
elſe, whoſe Sayings are recorded in the 
Jewiſh Talmud, againſt whoſe Teſtimony, 
therefore, the Jews can have no Objection. 

AnD, Sir, as this Letter is not in- 
tended barely for your own Uſe, I 
ſhall beg leave, through you, to addreſs 


myſelf to the whole Nation of the Jews. 


And becauſe I know it is the Cuſtom with 
ſeveral of the Jewiſh Rabbins, when any 
of the unlearned raiſe Difficulties, and de- 

fire 
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fire Information, with regard to any of the 
Prophecies in the Bible, relating to the 
Meſſiab, to ſay to them Sat hum hu, 1. e. it 
is a hidden or ſecret Thing; I ſhall lay 
before them the Authority upon which 
the Validity of theſe Targums, the 
Midraſcots and the Talmud is founded; 
that the unlearned as well as the learned, 
may be able to judge of the Force of this 
Evidence. 

The Word Targum ſignifies an Iu- 
terpretation, theſe Works are there- 
fore ſo called, becauſe they are a Collect- 
ion of thoſe Interpretations, which were 
given to the Scriptures of the Hebrew Bi- 
ble by the moſt learned Doctors, or Rab- 
bins, of the Jewiſh Nation. For the Jews, 


at leaſt many of the lower, and younger 


fort, during their long Continuance un- 


der the Babyloniſh Captivity, being ſepa- 


ted from one another, and forced to con- 
verſe with the Chaldæaus, thereby learn- 
ed the Chaldee Language; and forgot the 
Hebrew, which was their ancient native 


Tongue. Inſomuch that Ezra, when 


he read the Law to the People, upon their 
B 


return 
® Nehem. viii. 4, 8. 


+ 
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[1] 
return to Jeruſalem, had ſeveral Perſoris 
ſtanding by him, well skilled both in the 
Hebrew and Chaldee Languages, who in- 
terpreted to the People, in Chaldee, what 
he firſt read to them in Hebrew. And af- 
terwards when the Method was eſtabliſhed 
of dividing the Law into Fiſty- four Scc- 
tions, and of Reading one of them every 
Week in the Synagogue, the ſame Me- 
thod of Reading to the People the Hebrew 
Text firft, and then of interpreting it into 
Chaldee, was ſtill continued. And as 
theſe ſeveral Interpretations, in Time be- 
came very Voluminous, certian Rabbins 
undertook to Collect them together, and 
this Collection they called the Targum. 
The two moſt famous Targums, or Works 


of this kind, that are come to our Times, 


are thoſe of Jonathan and Onkelos. 

I am very ſenſible that the Jewiſh Rab- 
bins are not univerſally agreed, about the 
preciſe time when theſe Targums were com- 
poſed; but the moſt probable Opinion is 
that R. Jonathan Ben Uzziel, who was 
bred in the School of Hillel, lived under 
the * of Herod the Great, and that the 

Targum 
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Turgum of Onkelos, which is rather a Vets 
fion than a Paraphraſe, is ſtill older: And 
that the reaſon, why * Jonathan, according 
to the Opinion of ſome Rabbins, paraphraſed 
only the Prophets, was, becauſe that On- 
kelos had executed his Targum on Pente- 
teuch with ſo much Succeſs as to render any 
further Paraphraſe needleſs. 

The Midraſchot's or Deraſchots are al- 
legorical Interpretations on the Books of 
the Scriptutes; which have been publiſhed 
by ſeveral of the moſt learned Rabbins, 
being derived from the radical Word 2 
Quzre to Inquire. By which Word there- 
fore it is intended to denote that theſe 
Works are Inquiries into the hidden or 
ſpiritual meaning which is myſtically couch- 
ed under the literal Expreſſions in the 
Scriptures. 

The Word Talmud ſignifies the fame 


Thing with Doctrine or Diſcipline; and 


therefore the Work which goes under 
B 2 this 


There is a Targum on the Penteteuch, ſaid to have 
been compoled by Jonathan, which is undoubtedly ancient, 
though it 1s conteſted, whether it was written by him or 
not. There is alſo a Targum called the Feruſalem Targum, 
which is likewiſe ancient, but not of equal Nepute with 
thoſe of Jonathan and Onkelos. | 


[ 12 ] 

this Title, contains a Collection of all the 

Traditions of the Jews, which relate 

either to their Doctrine or Diſcipline. The 
occaſion of which Collection being made 

was this. It hath been an eſtabliſhed Opi- 

nion among the greateſt þ part of the Jews; 

that beſides the written Law which was 

delivered to Moſes at Mount Sinai; there 

was alſo an oral Law delivered. to him at 

the fame Time, which hath been conveyed 

down by the Traditions of the Prophets 
and Rabbins; and which they think them- 

ſelves under the fame Obligation to obſerve 
as the written Word itſelf. Which Tradi- 
tions however, were never collected and 

ſet down together in one Volum, till a- 
bout 600 Years ago, when Rab * Judas 
Ben Simos about 120 Years after the De- 
ſtruction of the ſecond Temple, compiled 

them together in fix Books, which he en- 
titled yn Miſhna or Miſra, which ſig- [ 
nifies the repeated Reading. Upon which 3 
| ſeveral 


+ A great number of ſews however, who are diſt'nguiſh- ö 
ed by the Name of £Xarraites, allow no Weight, or at | 
leaſt comparatively ſpeaking, very little, to any Traditions, 
and adhere entirely to the written Word. | 
IVV. N This R. Ju al, was on account of the Sancti Y 
ty of his Life, called Haccados, I. e. the hofp. 1 
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ſeveral of the moſt learned of the Jews, 
having immediately employed themſelves 
in writing Comments, theſe Comments were 
called the Gemara, i. e Perfection: Be- 
cauſe that the Miſua being explained there- 
by, the whole traditionary Doctrine of the 
Jewiſh Law and Religion, was in their opi- 
nion perfected and compleated: The Mijna 
being the Text and the Gemara, the Com- 
ment thereupon. | | 
But as this Gemara was not the Work 
of one Man but of ſeveral, and that made 
at various Times and on various Parts of 
the Miſua; Johanan, about zoo Years af- 
ter the Deſtruction of the Temple, with 
the aſſiſtance of ſome other Rabbins, made 
a Collection of all theſe Comments, and 
putting them and the Miſua together com- 
poſed that Work which goes under the 
Denomination of the Jeruſalem Talmud ; 
becauſe it was compiled by the Jews of 
Juda. But theſe Comments Rill encreat- 
ing; about 436 Ycars, or according to 
others, about 500 Years, after the Deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem; Rab Aa undertook 
making a new Collection, and compoied 
that 
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[14] 
that Work which goes under the Name 
of the Babyloniſh Talmud, becauſe it was 
compoſed by the Jews of Babylon; and is 
divided juſt into as many Parts, which are 
called 21D Sedarim, Orders or Heads, that 
is fix, as the Miſua was originally. Which 
laſt Talmud is that which is in the higheſt 
Eſteem among the Jews, not only on ac- 
count of its Style, which is leſs antiquated 
than that of Jeruſalem, but alſo on ac- 
count of its being fuller than the former 
one, and for containing ſome Traditions 
more adapted to the Notions of thote Jews 


who are unwilling to acknowledge the 
Me ſſiah to be already come | 


Now as this Book of the Talmud is held 
by moſt of the Jews, to be very nearly, 
if not abſolutely of equal Authority with 
the Scriptures, I hope I ſhall be excuſed 
for the frequent Quotations I make out of 
it. And as J think univerſal Benevolence 
to be the Duty of all Mankind, I ſhall 
make no further Apology for the Trouble 
I give myſelf, and thoſe who ſhall peruſe 
this Addreſs, than to aſſure them, that it 

proceeds 
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1571 
proceeds alone from the fincere Good-ill 
Which the Author of this Paper bears to 
wards all Mank ind in general, and to you 
Sir, and your Nation in particular. 

It is to your and to our Father Abrabam, 
for we Chriſtian Gentiles pride ourſelves 
in that * Title by adoption, that we are 
indebted for the Promiſes; and it is through 
the Hands of the Jews, that we acknow- 
ledge to have received the ſacred Writings 
of the Ancient Prophets; to them there». 
fore, and their Writings, we join with you 
in our Appeal, as to an impartial and un- 
erring Judge iu the determination of this: 
Controverly. 

But before we proceed any further, it 
ſeems proper, in order to ayoid alt Diſ-- 
putes about Words, to declare what I mean 
by the Word M:frah. This Word lite-- 
rally, ſignifies one that rs anomted, which 
was a Ceremony uſed under the Mofatcal 
Diſpenſation, in N ſanctifying or ſepara- 
ting particular Perſons to particular Offiees, 
ſuch as of || Kings, Prieſts, or Prophets. 

And 


See Rem. iv. 11. Ge. Ee. 4 See Ex. xxviii. 41. 
i. San. xii. 5. it, Sam. ii. 7. Ex. xxix. 7+ If. Ki. 1. 
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And as there is Reaſon from the Scriptures. 
of the Hebrew Bible, to believe that God 
hath from the Foundation of the World 
appointed ſome one Perſon of extraordinary 
Note, to be as a King, Prieſt and Prophet 
to the Nation of the ec, and through them 
to all the Nations of the Earth, in whom 
they ſpall all be bleſſed : Therefore this 
extraordinary Perſon, is by way of Emi- 
nence, diſtinguiſhed: by the Title of the 
Meffrah, according to the Hebrew, or of 
the Chriſt, according to the Tdiom of the 
Greek Tongue, which allo literally ſigni- 
fies Ihe anointed, 

And therefore we find this extraordinary 
Perſon deſeribed in the Scriptures of the 
Hebrew Bible, under each of theſe Cha- 
racers; that is, as a King, as a Prieſt, and 
as a Prophet, Not that we are to expect 
to find this as fully and as plainly deſc ibed, 
as that he that runneth may read; but ſo 
as that they who ſearch the Scriptures with 
Diligence and Induſtry, and are of a teach- 
able Diſpoſition, may diſcoyer it there 
with ſufficient eaſe. For though Almighty 
God hath framed Mankind for Happineſs, 

yet 
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yet this ppi iS S to be acquired 
without a little Labour and Induftry on 
our Parts. The Earth will bring forth 
Briars and Thorns, if we do not take Care 
to cultivate and til it: The Oar lies hid 
in the Bowels of a barren Mountain, and is 
to be diſcovered by a few Marks in the 
Surface, known only to the Curious and 
Inquiſitive. And why is all this Wealth 
ſo artfully concealed? Only to try and 
prove the Induſtry of Man. Knowledge 
alſo in general licth deep, it muſt be dugg 
for before it is found; And why? Only to 
prove us, and try whether we think it 
worth the learching for. 

And for this Reaſon it is that, although 
in the Hiſtory of the Hebrew Bible, which 
ſeems to have been written chiefly with a 
View to inſtruct the Jews in the expecta- 
tion of the Meſſiah before his coming, and 
the Knowledge of him when come; he 
is nevertheleſs rather obſcurely hinted at, | 
than openly revealed, here a little and 
there a little, that thoſe who will not uſe 
their 
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their own proper Endeayours to diſcoyer 


the Truth, may go and fall backwards 


and be broken, aud ſnared and taken. Or 
as the Prophet Daniel expreſſes it, that 
none of the Wicked may underſtand, but 
that the Wiſe may underſtand. 

And hence it ariſeth that there are ſuch 
different Opinions concerning this extraor- 
dinary Perſon, and that the Jews and 
Chriſtians differ ſo widely about him. And 
what contributes much thereto, ſeems to 
be this; that the Jews, out of a national 
Partiality towards themſelves, are too apt 


to confine the Office of the Meſſiah, and 


the Benefit of his coming to their own 
Nation ; and to ſuppoſe the Kingdom pro- 
miſed him to be entirely of this World; 
and that the cheif Purport of his coming 
is to reſtore the Temporal Kingdom of 


Ifrael and re-eſtabliſh the Throne of Da- 


vid. Whereas though it cagnot be denied, 
but that the Nation of the Jews have been 
particularly favoured of God in the Pro- 
miſes made unto Abrahaym, that in his Seed 


fpould 


Dan. xii- 10. 
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1 | ſhould A1 L Tae NATIOxs of the Earth 

1 be bleſſed; yet ſurely the Jews ought to 

1 conſider, that although the Honour of 

being the Inſtrument of Happineſs to all 

Mankind was conferred on the Seed of 

Abraham, yet that the Bleſſing was de- 
ſigned to all Nations, as well as them. 

And that the Benefit which was to ac- 

crue to all Mankind in general, was the 

chief Purport of the coming of the Mef- 

ſiab is manifeſt from the Promiſe made to 

Eve immediately upon the Tranſgreſſion of 

cur firſt Parents; when God ſpeaking to 

her concerning the Serpent, faid, * I ui 

put Enmity between thy Seed and her Seed; 

it ſhall bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt 

bruiſe its Heel: Which Text is by the 

Tews themſcl yes, acknowledged to refer to 

the Meſſiah, and is applied to him by Name 

in the Targums of Jonathan and Jeru- 

4 ſalem. 

3 As therefore the whole Race of Man- 

kind was equally affected by the Fall of 

Adam and Fe, it the Mefſiah comes to 

bruiſe the Serpents Head, the Redemption 

from 
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from the evil Conſequences of this Fall, 
muſt extend alſo to the whole Race of Man- 
kind, of which the Jews are but a Part, 
and a very {mall Part. 

And it we conſult the original Promiſes, 
which were made by God, concerning this 
Meſſiah, to Abraham, to Iſaac and to 

acob, we ſhall find from them that the 
Benefit of all Mankind in general, and not 
of any one Nation in particular, was the 
chief Deſign of the coming of the AM /- 
ſiah. And accordingly we read, that when 
God ſent forth Abraham out of his Country, 
and from his Kindred, and from his Father's 
Houle, to go into a Land that he would 
ſhew him ; he then for the firſt Time, de- 
clared unto him + I will make of thee a 
great Nation, and I will bleſs thee, and 
make thy Name great, and thou (halt be 
a Bleſſing. And I will bleſs them that 
bleſs thee, and curſe him that curſeth thee: 
And IN THEE, SHALL ALL THE FAul- 
LIES Or TEE FARTH Bs BLESSED. God 
does not ſay, in thee or in one of thy Seed 


ſhall the reſt of thy Seed be bleſſed ; but 
AS 


＋ Con. xii. 2, = 
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as it is again repeated, when his Son Iſaac 
was promiſed to him, * in him ſhall ALI 
THE NATIONS of the Earth be bleſſed. 
And again, when Abraham had ſubmitted 
to ſacrifice his Son Jſaac, God ſaid unto 
him, + IN THEE SHALL ALL THE N- 
TIONS OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED, 
becauſe thou haſt obcyed my Voice. And 
to 1/aac God ſaid, || 1 will make thy Seed 
to multiply as the Stars of Heaven, and 
will give unto thy Seed all theſe Countries, 
and IN THY SEED SHALL ALL THE NA- 
TIONS OF THE EAR TH BE BLESSED. And 
when God was pleaſed to renew this Pro- 
miſe to Jacob, he ſaid, g Thy Seed ſhall 
be as the Duſt, and thou ſhalt ſpread a- 
broad to the Weſt, and to the Eaſt, and to 
the North, and to the South; and IN TuT 
SEED SHALL ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE 

EARTH BE BLESSED. | 
Now as theſe Texts of Scripture are 
univerſally allowed, both by the Jews and 
. Chriſtians, to refer to the Me ſſiab, it there- 
fore follows of Conſequence, that the Be- 
nefit of the Meftah's coming was deſigned 
| to 


* Gem. xvii, 18. + Gen. xxii, 18, || Gen, xiv, 4. 
- 4 Gen, xxviii. 14. 
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to extend to all Mankind; and correſponds 


with the Promiſe made to our firſt Parent, 
that the Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe 
the Serpent's Head, ſo that as in Adam all 
died, even ſo in the Meftah ſhould all be 
made ali ve. 

And herce it further appears that the 
Law of Moes cannot poſſibly be the Law 
of the Kingdom of the Meftah ; becauſe 
the Law of Moſes is plamly defigned as a 
Body of Laws, peculiar to the Jewiſh Na- 


tion, to keep them ſeparate and diſtinct 


from all the Nations of the Earth beſides. 
I am ſenſible that the Subject which I 
am now entrihg upon 1s a very tender and 
delicate Point ; and that it is an exceeding 
adventurous Undertaking, to attempt to 
perſwade the Nation of the Jews that the 
Laws of Moſes in general, except the Laws 
of the two Tables, which alone perhaps, 
were for that very Reaſon, written parti- 
cularly on Stone, as a Type of their dura- 


tion, were only deſigned by God to be 
temporary Laws ; and that the ceremonial 


Part is entirely to be aboliſhed by the 
coming of the Meſſiah. But I am not 
444 bf without 
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L231 | 
without Hopes, when they conſider that 
the „e ſſiah was not ſent to the Jews alone, 
but that all the Nations of the Earth ſbould 
be bleſſed in him; and recolle& how ſmall 
a Portion the Jews make of all the Nations 
of the Earth, that God will open their 
Eyes, and enlarge their Views, to conſider 
the reſt of Mankind as their Fellow Crea- 
tures, and in ſome Senſe as their Brethren, 
being all both Jews and Gentiles, equally 
the Sons of Adam, or ſtill more nearly re- 
lated as the Sons of Noah; and that it muſt 
be exceeding abſurd for them to imagine 
that God is the God of the Jews only, and 
not alſo of the Gentiles. 

It was undoubtedly à kind and gracious 
Act in God, during the Infancy of the 
World, while Mankind was rude and un- 
cultivated, and guided by little more than 
their Senſes, in the choice of their Gods; 
while the Notions of Art Magic, a Regard 
for judicial Aſtrology, an Opinion of Witeh- 
craft and Socery, and ſuch ridiculous Im- 
poſitions of artfull Men prevailed, to fepa- 
rate Abraham and his Seed, from the reſt 
of Mankind; becauſe God knew that he 

would 
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would. * command his Children and his 
Hoi ſbold after him, to keep the way of 
the Lord, and to do Juſtice and Judgment. 
And therefore about 300 Years after the 
Floed, when the Sons of Men had forgot- 
ten the traditionary Precepts, which had 
been delivered them by their common Pa- 
rent Noah, and began almoſt univerſally to 
degenerate into Idolatry ; thendid it pleaſe 
God, to command Abraham to leave his 
Native Country, and to Þ circumciſe every 
Man-child that belonged unto him, being 
either born of himſelf or bought with his 
Money: That by the Inſtitution of this 
painfull and rigorous Ceremony they might 
be kept ſeparate and diſtinct from the Na- 
tions round about; and might thereby be 
preſerved from the general Corruption of 
Idolatry, which then prevailed, and into 
which they might otherwiſe have been un- 
guardedly led, by too frequent and free a 
Communication between them and the reft 
of Mankind. And ee Tacitus 
the 


„. xvili. 19. + Gen. xvii. 11. J Circumcidere Ge- 
. inſtituere. ut Diverſitate noſcantur. Tacit. Keft. L. 
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the Roman Hiſtorian, makes this to be the 
chief Reaſon for the Jewiſh Practice of 
Circumciſion, when ſpeaking of the Jews 
he ſays, that Circumciſiun was inſtituted 
to preſerve the Jews as a diſtin? People. 
And about 400 Years after that, when 
the Progeny of Abraham was grown to be 
very numerous, it pleaſed God to give 
them by the Mediation of Mes a ſett of 
Laws peculiar to themſelves, ſuited and 
adapted to their particular Circumſtances; 
with an Intent to preſerve them from being 
contaminated with the ſuperſtitious Cere- 
monies, and idolatrous Practices of their 
Neighbours: Wherein, among ſeveral o- 
thers, the Command given to Abraham was 
renewed, and the Reaſon thereof more ful- 
ly explained, by poſſitively prohibiting all 
familiar Intercourſe, and eſpecially Mar- 
riage, * with the neighbouring Nations : 
This very Reaſon being aſſigned for it by 
Moſs, leaſt they ſhould turn the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael to ſerve other Gods. And 
C for 


* See Gen. xxxiv. 14, and compare it with Exed. xxxiv. 
16, Deut. vii. 3, i. Kings, xi. — mM —__ 
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for this Reaſon alſo, it was that God + by 
Moſes, appointed but one Place of publick 
W orſhip for the Nation of the Jews, where 
they ſhould offer up their Oblations and 
their Sacrifices, and where Juſtice and Judg- 
ment ſhould be adminiſtred unto them, 
which muſt be inconſiſtent with the exten- 
five Views of the Meftah. 

But in length of Time, as the World 
grew more Wiſe, and did by long Expe- 
rience diſcoyer many of the Cheats and 
Frauds of Magicians and Negromarcers, 
ard pretended Oracles; and Men by acqui- 
ring a better * Knowledge of the Planeta- 
ry Syſtem and of phy ſical and ſecondary 
Cauſes, began to enquire after a firſt Cauſe ; 
then did Idolatry begin to abate of its 
Force, not only among the Jews, but alſo 
among the Gentiles ; many of whom, and 
in particular { Cicero, wrote a Treatiſe 
1800 Years ago, - ridiculing all the pretend- 
ed Forms of Divination, and acknowledg- 
ing the Decay of oracular Determinations, 

„ and 


+ Deut. xii. 5, 6. xvii. 8. c. * It was Julius Cæ ſar 
who firſt rectified the Roman Calendar, ſo as to bring it near 
the Ferm in which it now is. {F Cic. de Divin. and Nat' 
Deor. as alſo Plutarch de Defect, Orac. 
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and the imaginary Forms and Denomina- 
tions af their Deities: And at the ſame 
1 Time the Græcians had erected Altars 10 
| | the unknown God. By which Means the 
Danger of their Converſation being in ſome 
Degree removed, and their Minds being 
Prepared for the Reception of a truer Syſt- 
em of Divinity, thoſe ſeperating Laws 
which inhibited the Jews from the Com- 
munication of Mankind, became uſeleſs ; 
and the reſt of the World being ready and 
prepared to receive and acknowledge the 
Belief of the one true God, it ſeems rea- 
ſonable that the Partition Wall between 
Jew and Gentile ſhould be broken down, 
and the Knowledge of the one true and in- 
viſible God, which had hitherto been pre- 
ferved among the Jews alone, ſhould be 
communicated through them to all Man- 

kind. a 
And that the Information not only of 
the Jews, but of Mankind in general, in 
the Knowledge of true Religion, was one 
of the wiſe Purpoſes for which the Me 
ſiah was to be ſent into World is manifeſt 
from the Prophet 1/atah, when ſpeaking 
C 2 . of 
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of the Meſſiah in the Name of God, he 
ſays, * Behola my Servant whom I uphold, 
mine Ele, in whom my Soul delighteth: 
I have put my Spirit upon him, he ſhall 
bring forth Judgment to Tus GE8NTILES. 
T the Lord have called thee in Rig hteouf- 
neſs, and will hold thine Hand, and wilt 
keep thee, and will give thee for a Cove- 
nant of THE PEOPLE, for a Light of THE 
GENTILES. And again the fame Prophet 
ſayeth, + And now faith the Lord that 
formed me from the Womb to be his Ser- 
vant, to bring Jacob again to him, and 
that ¶ Iſrael may be gathered to him, and 
that I may be glorious in the Eyes of the 
Lord, and my God ſhall be my Strength. 
And be ſaid is it a ſmall Thing that thou 
ſhouldſi be my Servant, to raiſe up the 
Tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the || Cap- 
tivity of Iſrael? IT ALSO WILL GIVE THEE 
10 BE a LI ch To The GeNTILES, 
THAT THOU MATEST BE MY SALVATION 
To THE EN DS oF ThE EARTH. And 
hence 

* 1/ai. xlii. 1, 6. + Llai. xlix. 5, 6. J lu the Hebrew, 


. end ſhall not Iſrael be gathered? So the Sept. Verſion 
and the Targum of Zoratben render it. 
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hence it is that the Jewiſh Rabbins them- 
ſelves are forced to acknowledge that the 
Gentiles are to be ſaved by the Meſfah, 
as well as the Jews. And to this Purpoſe 
you may find it expreſſed in that Midras, 
which is entitled Bereſbith Rabba, where 
on the xli Chapter, Rabbi Aha makes this 
Reflex ion, Can it be ſaid that the Re- 
„ deemer is a reſpecter of Perſons ? Far 
from us be ſuch an Imagination. For he 
« will fave and deliver all Perſons who 
« confide in him, in Thought Word and 
« Deed. For ſo the Prophet 1/arah faith, 
ein Chap. xlv. Look unto me and be ſaved, 
&« all ye Ends of the Earth. And again he 
« faith, For unto me every Knee ſhall bow, 
« every Tongue ſhall wear. And in the 
« xxijx, Chapter, faith I will alſo give thee 
« for a Light to the Gentiles, that thou 
« mayeſt be my Salvation, to the Ends of 
« the Earth, &c.” And to the ſame Pur- 
poſe you will alſo find the Sentiments of R. 
Tuda, in the Talmud, under the Head 

Maſſecheth bicurim. 
Whenever therefore the M. ſſiah cometh, 
for whether he be yet come or not, I do 
C2 not 
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not at preſent aflert, certain it is that the 
ceremonial Part of the Law of Moles muſt 
be ſuperſeded. And for this Reaſon it is 
that the Meſſiah is ſo particularly deſcri- 
bed by the Prophet Jaiah as ſetting up * 
an Enſign to the Nations, that is, enliſting 
them under his Banner; and as rintling 
many Nations, that is receiving them as 
Protelytes to his Doctrine, by the Form of 
Baptiſm ; And again ſpeał ing as from God, 
the ſame Prophet ſayeth, CI will male an 
everlaſting Covenant with you, even the 
ſure Mercies of David, that is, the ſure 
Mercies of ſending his Son the M:ffiah, 
which was promiſed to David, Behold, I 
have given him for a Witneſs to runa 
PEOPLE, a Leader and Commander to the 
People. Behold, thou ſbalt call a Na- 
tion that thou knoweſt not, and NATIONS 
that know not thee ſhall run unto thee. 
And agein, The Redeemer ſhall come to 
Lion, and unto them that turn from 
Tranſerefſion in Jacob, ſaith the Lord, 
Ariſe, ſhine for thy Light is come, and 
the 

® [/a:. v. 26. x. 10, 12. + Vai. lii. 15. 9 Lai. lv. 


tit. v. 1 Lai. lix. 20, Xx. 1, 2, 3. 
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the Glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee, 
For behold Darkneſs ſball cover the Earth, 
and groſs Darkneſs THE ProPLE, but the 
Lord ſhall ariſe upon thee and his Glory 
6.111 be ſcen upon thee: And the GENTIUES 
ſhall come to thy Light, and Kings to the 
Brighincſs of thy riſing. And therefore 
the ſame Prophet alſo fayeth, * Neither 
let the Son of the Stranger, that hath joyn- 
ed hiniſcif to the Lord ſpeak, ſaying, The 
Lord hath utterly ſ pe rated me from his 
People. For ſays he again, In this 
Mountain shall the Lord of Hoſts make 
unto ALL PEOPLE @ Feaſt of Fat Things, 
Which Fat Things were prohibited to be 
eaten by the Moſaical Law, for all the 
Fat is the Lord's, ſays 4 Moſs, of Tat 
Things full of Marrow ; a Feaſt of Wines 
on the Lees, well refined. And he will 


fwallow up in this Mountain the covering 


which covered all People, and the Vail 


that is ſpread over all Nations: That is, 


he will remove the covering of Dar! neſs, 
wherewith the Gentiles were covered, and 


the 


* Jfai. lvi. ii. + 1c. Av. 6. 7. F Lev. iii 16. 
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the Vail by which they were ſeperated from 
his People of rael: Than which one can- 
not well conceive any Prophetical Decla- 
ration to be more plain or more expreſſive 
of Gods d*termined Purpoſe, ſome Time or 
other, to remove the Diſtinction betwixt 
Jew and Gentile, by a Law which is to 
be publiſhed by the Redeemer when he 
cometh to Zion. 

And to this Purpoſe we ſhall alſo find 
the Prophet Malachi to be very explicit, 
who wrote after the Babyloniſh Captivity 
was at an End, and who mentions the Hi- 
ſtory of Eſau and Jacob as being the Type 
of two diſtin& Covenants, the one, that is, 
the old Covenant, made with the Seed of 
Abraham by Moſes, which 1s repreſented 


under the Type of Eſau, who is the Fl- 


der Brother, and the other the New Co- 
venant, made with all Nations by the Meſ- 
ſiab, which is repreſented by Jacob who 
was the younger Brother, and yet never- 
theleſs got the Bleſſing. For ſays the 
Prophet, when ſpeaking to the Children 
of Iirael, I loved you ſays the Lord: yet 
you ſay, wherein haſt thou Loved us? Was 
not 
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not Eau Jacob s Brother? ſiys the Lord. Tet 
I loved Jacob and hated Eſau; and laid his 
Mount ains, and his Heritage waſte for the 
Dragons of the Wilderneſs. Whereas E- 
dom ſaith we are impoveriſhed, but we will 
return and build the deſolate Places. 
Thus faith the Lord of Hoſts, they ſhall 
build, but I will throw down ; and they 
j. e. the Heathen, ſhall call them, the 
Border of Wickeancſs and the People a- 
£ ainſt whom the Lord hath Indignation for 
ever. For from the riſing up of the Sun 
unto the going of the ſime, my Name 
Hall be great amongſt the Gentiles, and in 
every Place Incenſe ſballl he off :red unto my 
Name, and a pure Offering, for my Name 
ſhall be great among the Heathen, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts. Mal. i. 1. 11. 

And accordingly we find that Prophet, 
who was promiſed to the Children of Iſrael, 
when the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, laying, 
* I will raiſe np 4 PROPHET from among 
their Brethren, LixE UNTO THEE, and 
will put my Words in his Mouth, and he 
ſhall ſpeak unto them all that I command 
him. And it ſball come to paſs, that whoſs- 


Ver 
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ever will not hearken unto my Words, 
which he ſball ſpeak in my Name Iwill re- 
quire it of him. I ſay we ſhall find this 
Prophet declared by the Jewiſh Commen- 

tators to be the Mefſiah. 
Thus you may find it ſaid in Midras Co- 
heleth, that is in the Expoſition of the 
Book of Eccleſiaſtes, on thoſe Words of 
Chap. i. v. 9. The thing that hath been, is 
that which ſball be. Where R. Berachias 
faith in the Name of R. Iſbac.“ As was the 
«© firſt Redeemer, that is Mes, ſo will the 
« laſt Redeemer be, that is, the Meffiah. But 
« wherein conſiſts the Similitude ? Herein: 
« as it is ſaid Exod. iv. 20. And Moſes took 
« his Wife, and his Sons and ſet them upon 
« an Aſs. For ſo ſhall the laſt Redeemer 
« do: As it is ſaid, Lachariah ix. v. 9. 
« He is Juſt, and having Salvation, low- 
« ly, and riding upon an Aſs, and upon a 
Cult the Foal of an A. And foratmuch 
« as the firſt Redeemer cauſed Manna to 
« deſcend; as it is written Exodus xvi. v. 
« 4. Behold I will rain Bread from 
« Heaven for you; ſo ſhall the ſecond 
Redeemer be as pure Bread on the Earth, 
: cc as 
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« as it is faid in the Pal. Ixxii. v. 16. 
« There ſhall be a Portion of Corn upon 
« the Earth. And as the firſt Rede mer 
made a Fountain to ſpring up, fo ſhall 
* the laſt Redecmer, that is the Me ſſiah, 
make Fountains of Water to ariſe ; as it 
is faid in the laſt Chapter of Joel, v. 18. 
And a Fountain of Water ſhall come 
forth out of the Houſe of the Lord, and 
* ſhall water the Valley of Shittim.” 
Thus far the Tradition. Not that I ap- 
prove of the Method of Reaſoning, for I 
think it is rather too forced; but I only 
produce it to ſhew the Matter of Fact, that 
Moſes was eſteemed by the moſt ancient 
learned Jews as a Type of the Me ſſiab. 
And that * they underſtood this Portion of 
Scripture to be applicable to him. 

For though it cannot be doubted, but 
that every Prophet, who is ſent from God, 
hath a Right to require our Attendance and 
Obedience to the Words which he ſhall 
ſpeak in the Name of God; yet is it mani- 
feſt, that this Deſcription here given, of a 
Prophet that was to be ſent unto the Chil- 

dren 

® See alſo Dav. Kimchi, in Lib. Shoraſh, Rad. 12 
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dren of ae from among their Brethren, 
alludes to ſome one particular and extraordi- 
nary Prophet, who was to be more like 
Moſes than any of the reſt. 

Which Similitude between Moſes and 
that Prophet, ſeems to conſiſt in receiving 
ſome new Law from God as Moſes did, Face 
to Face, and in being empowered to work 
Miracles, in Confirmation of this Miſſion as 
Mofes was, rather than in thoſe trifling Cir- 
cumſtarces which are enumerated by R. 
Ihhac. And in this Opinion we are ſupport- 
ed by the Author of the laſt Chapter of the 
Book of Deutronomy, which ſeems to 
have been written a good while after the 
Death of Moſes, where the Author, who 
ever he was, faith, And there aroſe not a 
Prophet ſince in Iſrael like unto Moſes, 
whom the Lord knew Face to Face; in all 
the Signs and the Wonders which the Lord 
ent him to do in the Land of Egypt, to 
Pharoah, and to all his Servants, and to 
all his Land; and in all that mighty Hand, 
and in all the great Terrour which Moſes 
ſbewed in the Sight of all Iſrael. 


And 
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And accordingly the Jews themſelves 
acknowledge that the Meſſiah whenever 
he cometh, ſhall do both of theſe; that is, 
ſhall publiſh a New Law and work Mi- 
racles. That he ſhall work Miracles ap- 
pears from the Targum of Jonathan, on 
Jai. liii. 8. Where the Paraphraſt ſpeaking 
of the Meſſiah adds in, but the wonder ful 
Works that ſball be done in thoſe Days, who 
ſhall be able to tell? as alſo from the Com- 
mentary of R. Moſes Hadarſon on Pſ lxxii 
9. Where he faith, © R. Natronai asked 
what does that mean, We ſee not our 
Signs, there is no more any Prophet, 
« neither is there among us any that knows 
« eth how long? To whom R. Aha an- 
“ {wered, this is {aid of that wicked Gene- 
« ration, who will not believe the Signs or 
Miracles which our holy Ma- ſhall 
« perform; but ſhall ſay of him, that he 
« doth theſe Things by the Power of Art 
« Magick. And that thoſe Miracles which 
« he ſhall perform, are not the M racles 
« which were predicted of the Mæſſiab. 
« And that, as there is no Prophet to ſet 

« the Truth before them, if he doth not 
bring 
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4 bring ſome Proof of the Truth of his 
« Aﬀertions, they will put him to Death. 
« Wherefore the Prophet, (in the follow- 
« ing Verſe) cryeth out ) God how long 
« ſhall the Adverſary reproach ? Shall the 

« Enemy blaſpheme thy Name for ever ? 
And that it was the Opinion of the moſt 
ancient Jewiſh Rabbins that the Nei ah 
whenever he cometh ſhall not only be em- 
powered to work Miracles /ite unto Moſes, 
but ſhall alſo teach them a new Law, ap- 
pears again from the Targum of N. Jonathan 
on 1/ai. xii. 3. Therefore with Joy ſha!l he 
draw Maler out of the Well of Sarvation. 
Which Paſſage is univerſally acknowledged 
by the Jews to refer to the Meſh, and 
which the Chaldee Paraphraſt renders thus, 
Therefore with Joy ſhall you receive a 
NEW DOCTRINE from the Hlect of the 
Fuſt. And in Midras Tchillim in the Ob- 
ſervations on T/al. xxi. 1. where the Pſalm- 
iſt faith, The King ſhall rejoice in thy 
Strength, O Lord, and in thy Salvation 
how greatly ſhall he Rejoyce | The Ex- 
poſitor remarketh, that This is it which 
is written in 1aiah xi. 10. And in that 
« Day 
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Day there ſhall be aRoot of Jeſſe, which 
* (ball ſtand for an Enſign to the People. 
* Upon which R Hanna faid, that the 
King Meſſiah ſhould not come but to 

give new Precepts to the People. 
Again in Midras Coheleth, on Chapter 
ii. 1. 1 ſaid in my Heart go to now, I will 
prove thee with Joy; therefore enjoy 
Good, and behold this alſo is Vanity. The 
Expoſitor remarketh, © What Good is 
« here meant, is it not the Law? Why 
* then doth not the Preacher ſay, behold 
* this is Joy ? What therefore is it that he 
means by ſaying, this alſo is Vanity? To 
« which R. Hizkita anſwered ; Becauſe 
all the Law which is learned in this pre- 
« ſent Age is all Vanity in Regard to that 
of the Age which is to come. And that 
the Days of the Mcſtah is meant by that 
Age which is to come appears from the 
ſame Book, on Eccleſiaſtes, xi. 8. But if 
a Man live many Tears, let him rejoice 
in them all, and yet let him remember the 
Days of his Darkneſs. Which is thus 
paraphraſed. If a Man live many Years, 
« let him rejoice in them all, vir. = 
e 
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4 the Joy of the Law and let him re- 


men ber the Days of his Darkneſs, which 
« are many. For every thing that comes 
before, and all the Laws which a Man 
« can learn in this Age are all Vanity 11 
« Compariſon with the Laws of the A- 
ce ſhah. | 
And accordingly the Prophet“ Jere- 
miah ſpeaketh of a new Covenant differ- 
ent from that made at Mount Siuai, which 
was to be publiſhed in the Days of the 


Me ſſiah; For, ſays he, Behold the Day is 


come ſaith the 1 ord, that I will make a 
NEW COVENANT with the Houſe of Iſrael 


and with the Houſe of Judah: Not ac- 
cording to the Covenant that I made with 


their Fathers in the Day that I took them 


by the Hand, to bring them out of the Land 
of Egypt, Sc. And agreeably thereto the 
Propbets + 1/aiah and $ Micah deſcribe 
the Meſſiah as publiſhing the Law from 


Zion, aud th: Word of the Lord from 
Jeruſalem. Vt 4g 
Now 


® Jerem. — 31. + Vai. ii. 2. 3. $ Micah iv. 2, 3. 
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Now if this Law which was to go forth 
out of Zion, and which was to be publiſhed 
from Jeruſalem, was not to be a new Co- 
de naut, and to be different from that which 
had been dictated from Mount Sinai, what 
Need was there for another Prophet to be 
ſent with a Power of doing Miracles lile 
unto Moſes? And what uſe would there be 
for thoſe Miracles, which the Jews them- 
ſelves allow the Meftah will perform, if 
there is no new Commiſſion to be eviden- 
ced by them? Or why ſhould the Nations 
be deſirous to go up to the Mountain of the 
Lord, that they might learn his Ways and 
walk in his Paths; if the Laws of Moſes, 
which excluded them out of the Temple, 
and out of the Society of Jews, were ſtill to 
continue in Foree ? | 

I am very ſenſible that it may be object- 
ed, that they might be admitted if they 
wand turn Proſelytes and be Circumciſed. 
But to this it is eaſily anſwered. That 
then this would be no new Law : Becauſe 
this was the very Thing which had hither- 
to prevented the deyout Gentiles, and 
would continue to prevent them from con- 
D forming 
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forming, even from the Days of Mo/es to 
the Days of the Meffah. And though it 
ſhould be added, that Moſes declareth that 
his Laws were given to the Iſraelites for 
Statutes and for Ordinances dy forever; 
yet it cannot well be denied, and is accord- 
ingly acknowledged by ſome of the moſt 
learned of the * Jews themſelves, that 
this Word is frequently applied to Things, 
which are to have a Determination, and 
that even in the ſpace of a ſe Years ; pro- 
vided that the preciſe Time of the Deter- 
mination is not particularly ſpecified. Thus 
the Stones which + Joſbua erected upon 
palling the River Jordan, which have been 
long ſince removed, are ſaid to have been 
placed there, as a Memorial to the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael dhy for ever. And the 
Temple that Solomon built, which laſted 
only about 400 Years, is ſaid to have been 
erected as ( an Habitation for God y 
for ever. With numberleſs other Inſtan- 
ces which might be produced, where this 


Word 


* Vide Raſchi and Aben Ezra, in Exod. xxi. 6. See 
alſo the Gloſs of R. Solomon, on i. Sam. i. 22. As allo the 
Remarks in Midras elle Hadebarim, on Deut. xv. 17. 


+ Jeb. iv. 7. F i. Kings vill. 13. 
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Word for ever is applied to finite Things 
provided that the exact Period of their con- 
tinuance is not particularly denoted. 

And accordingly it is the acknowledged 
Opinion of ſome of the moſt ancient of the 
Jewiſh Rabbins that the Diſtinction be- 
tween Jew and Gentile ſhall be ſo far re- 
moved, that all Meat ſhall be clean, in the 
Days of the Meſſiah. For to this Purpoſe 
you will find it poſlitively declared in Be- 
reſhith Rabba, where R. Moſes Hadarſon 
on Gen. xli. 1. Sc. Obſerves that © This 
is alluded to in P/alm cxlvi. 8. In theſe 
Words, The Lord looſeth thoſe that are 
« bound. For, faith he, every Beaſt which 
“js now in this Age reputed unclean the 
holy add bleſſed God ſhall make clean 
in the/ Age which is to come, that is, 
in the Days of the Meſſiah, as every 
Thing was clean at firſt to the Sons of 
« Noah; as it is faid, Gen. ix. 3. Every 
« moving Thing that liveth ſhall be Meat 
for you; cven as the green Herb have 
i given you all Things. Wherefore as 
all green Herbs were clean to every Body, 
and as all Animals and Beaſts were clean 
D 2 «00 
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to the Sons of Noah; ſo alſo in the Age 
„ which is to come, that is, in the Days 


© of the Meſſiah, He /ball looſe thoſe that 


« are bound. 

Thus far thercfore it appears, even by 
the Conceſſion of the moſt ancient and 
learned Jews, that the Laws of Mo/es ought 
to be conſidered as temporary Laws, which 
were only to laſt to the coming of the 
Meffah; who when he cometh, is to 
publiſh a mew Covenant from Zion, 
and the Word of the Lord from Jeru- 
ſalem. 

And as to his reſtoring the Captivity of 
Jacob, in a literal Senſe, by re-eſtabliſhing 
the Service of the Jewiſh Temple, and the 
Ceremonial Parts of the Moſaical Inſtituti- 
on, many of the moſt learned Jews, are ſo 
far of a contrary Opinion, that they 
aſſert the Kingdom of the Meſſiah in its 
triumphant State is not to be govern- 
ed like the reſt of the Kingdoms of this 
World. 

And accordingly ſome of the Jewiſh 
Rabbins, as mentioned in the Talmud, have 

acknows= 
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acknowledged it to be their Opinion, that 
the third Temple mentioned in the Pro- 
phecy of Ezekzel, which is to be built in 
the Days of the Mefſiah, is to be in Heaven; 
and is therefore to be underſtood as emble- 
matically deſcriptive of the Grandeur of the 
Kingdom of the Meffahb, in another 
World, and not in this. As appears from the 
expreſs Declarations of R. Abba, in that 
Part of the Talmud entitled Shanedrim, 
Section Helec, where he declares“ That the 
« City mentioned in Ezekzet xlvin. zo. 
Sc. as being eighteen Thouſand Mea- 
* ſures about, ought to be ſpiritually un- 
* derſtood of that City which is in the 
*© Preſence of God. And the Gloſs of R. 
Solomon ſaith © That the City mentioned 
towards the End of Ez#k1zt is to be un- 
derſtood of that Jeruſalem which is a- 
„ bove.. Which City is not to be inhabi- 
ted by mortal Men, but by thoſe Saints. 
and holy Perſons, who having finiſhed 
« their Courſe in this Life, ſhall be raiſed out 
*© of their Graves by the Power of theMe/- 
ſiah to partake with him in the Glory 
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« and Happineſs which is prepared for them 
« in his heavenly Kingdom. 

And to the ſame Purpoſe you will find 
it expreſſed in the Midras of R. Mofes 
Hadarſan upon Gen. ii. 9. Aud out of 
the Ground made the Lord God to grow 
every Tree, Kc. Where the Gloſs faith, 
« All our Fathers, and Moſes and Aaron, 
« and David and Solomon, and all the 
“Kings of the Houſe of David, and all 
* the Prophets ſhall ſay unto the Meſſiah, 
the End is near; to you it belongeth to 
raiſe us fiom the Dead, as it is ſaid in 
« Hoſea vi. 2. After two Days will he 
revive us, in the third Day he will raiſe 
« us up, and we fall live in his Sight. 
* Even Corab and his Company, and Ab- 
« /alom ſhall come to the Meffah, and fay, 
* how long will it be to the End of theſe 
« wonderful Things? And when will you 
return and reſtore us to Life? As it is 
“ faid in Pſal. lxxxv. 5, C. Milt thou be an- 
« ory with us forever; Milt thou draw out 
« thine Auger to all Generations; Milt thou 
* not revrve us again; that thy Peoplo 
* may rejoice iu thee? Which certain— 
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ly ſeems to be a much more rational Scheme 
than to ſuppoſe Abraham, Iſaac and Ja- 
cob, to whom the Promiſes were made, not 
to be Partakers of the Bleſſings of the 
Reign of the Me ſſiah, the Benefits of which 
ſhould be reſerved only for a few of their 
Poſterity here upon this Earth, at the Diſt- 
ance from them of ſome Thouſands of Ge- 
nerations. 

But then it may be asked; Is not the 
Meſſiah to appear in a triumphant State up- 
on Earth? Ts he not to be born of the Seed 
of Abraham, and the Offspring of David? 
He is. But then at the Time of his firſt 
coming, when he comes upon Earth, as 
the Son of Man, he is not to appear in his 
State of Exaltation and Glory, but in a 
State of Humiliation and Abaſement, of 
Poverty and Diſtreſs. According to the 
Deſcription given of him by the Prophet“ 
Jeremiah, O the Hope of Iſrael, the Savi- 
our thereof in the Time of Trouble, why 


ſhouldſt thou be as a Stranger in the Land, 


and as a way-faring Man, that turneth 
aſide to tarry for a Night ? Why ſbouldit 
thai 
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thou be as a Man aſtoniſhed, as a mighty 
Man that cannot fave? Or as he is deſcri- 
bed by the Prophet + Zechariah, When 
he faith, Rejoyce greatly, O Daughter of 
Zion; Shout O Daughter of Jeruſalem ; 
Behold thy King cometh unto thee ;, he is 
Juſt, and having Salvation, lowly, and 
riding upon an Aſs, and upon a Colt the 
Foal of an AF. Which Texts are almoſt 
univerſally acknowledged by the Jews, to 
refer to the Meſſiah. 

Which alſo correſponds with the Senti- 
ments of R Moſes Hadarſan and R Abba, 
who ſuppoſe the Meſſiah to have volun- 
tarily undertaken the Redemption of Man- 
Kind, and upon that Account to be ſent 
here upon Earth in a State of ſuffering and 
Tribulation, as a Trial of his Obedience to 
Cod, and his Love to Mankind. As will 
appear manifeſtly by quoting the Words of 
R Moſes Hadarſan, on Gen. i, 3. And God 
ſaid let there be Light and there was 
Lig ht. Which, faith he, correſponds 
with what we find written in the xcvii 


« Pſalm, 


+ Zach. IX, 9. 
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* Palm, Light is ſprung up to the Righte- 
& ous. which R Abba ſaid, was alſo couch. 
C ed in the Words of Daniel ii, 22. Where 
« it is faid, And the Light dwelleth with 
« him. The Light which is meant thereby 
being the Light of the King Meftiah. ſo 
« alſo is it faid of him Pſalm xxx vi, 9. . 
« with thee is the Fountain of Life, and 
in thy Sight ſhall we ſee Light; which 
zs to be underſtood of the Light of Me 
« ftah the King, He alfo teacheth that 
“ God hid the Me ſſiah and his Generation 
under the Throne of his Glory. upon 
* which Satan ſaid unto God, Lord of the 
* World what Light is that which lieth 
hid under the Throne of thy Glory? 
* And God ſaid, it is the Light of the 
* Mefſiah and his Generation. Then 
* Satan replied unto God, Lord of the 
* World permit me and I will oppoſe 
* Meſsiah and his Generation. And God, 
* ſaid thou canſt not prevail againſt him, 
« And Satan anſwered permit me and 
« T ſhall be able. Then faid the holy and 
e bleſsed God, if you are ſet upon this at- 
“ tempt, I will deſtroy you Satan out of 
the 
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the World, but one of his Generation 
will I not ſuffer to periſh : then the holy 
and bleſſed God, began to ſpeak with 
the Mefsiah, and ſaid to him, O Meſ5s1ah 
my Juſt One, they who are hid along 
with Thee, are of this Kind, that by 
their Sins, they will bring you into great 
Aſſliction. Inſomuch that your Eyes 
will not endure the Light; and your 
Ears will hear great Reproach ; and your 
Noſe will be offended with ill Smells; 
and your Mouth will taſte Bitterneſs; 
your Tongue will cleave to the Roof of 
your Mouth; and your Skin will ſtick to 
your Bones, ſo that your Courage will 
ſink in Mourning and Grief, What 
therefore will you do? If you are will- 
ing to undertake theſe Things, it will 
be well with you; but if not, behold 
Iwill remove them from you. Then Me/- 
giah replied. Lord of the World it is 
with Joy that I undertake to ſuffer all 
this Tribulation and Anguiſh, upon this 


Condition, that in my Days you will 
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bring all the Dead to Life, even all that 
have died, from the firſt Adam unto 
| that 
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that very Time. And not only thoſe 
who have died natural Deaths, but thoſe 
alſo who have been deyoured by Wolves 
and Lions, as well as thoſe that have 
been drowned in the Rivers andSeas; and 
not thoſe only but alſo the Abortives; 
and not the Abortives only but all thoſe 
who according to your omniſcient 
Knowledge ſhall be born, and are not 
yet born, all thoſe thou ſhall ſave in my 
Days. Then ſaid the holy and bleſſed 
God; I conſent. And forthwith the Me/- 
$1ah voluntarily undertook all theſe 
Tribulations and Aſſlictions as it is writ- 
ten in 1/a1ah liii. 

It may not therefore be improper to lay 


that whole Paſſage of the Prophet 1/aiah, 
which is here referred to before the Rea- 
der; becauſe it is the moſt ample and par- 
ticular Deſcription of the Mefſiah, that is 
to be found in any one Part of the Old 
Teſtament. * How beautifull, fays the 
Prophet, 1p the Mountains are the Feet 
ef him that bringeth good Tidings, that pub- 
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liſheth Salvation, that ſayeth unto Zion 
thy God reigneth! Behold my Servant 
ſhall deal prudently, he ſhall be exalted 
and extolled and be very high. For he ſhall 
grow up before him (the Lord) as a tender 
Plant, and as a Root out of a dry Ground 
He hath no Form or Comlineſs : And when 
we ſhall ſee him, there is no Beauty that 
we ſhould deſire him. He 1s deſpiſed and 
rejected of Men, a Man of Sorrows and 
acquainted with Grief : and we hid as it 
were our Faces from him; he was deſpiſed 
and we eſtecmed him not. Surely he hath 
born our Gricfs, and carried our Sorrows; 
Tet we did eſteem him ſtricken, ſmitten of 
God and afflifted. He was wounded for 
our Tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our 
Iniquities; the Chaſtiſement of our Peace 
was upon him, and with his Bruiſes we 
are healed. Al we like Sheep have gone 
aſtray; We have turned every one to his 
own way, and the Lord hath laid on him 
the Iniquities of us all. He was op- 
preſſed, and was afflicted, yet he opened 
not his Mouth. He is brought as a Lamb to 
the Slaughter; and as a Sheep before the 

Shecrers 
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Sheerers is dumb, ſo opened he not his 
Mouth. He was taken from Priſon and 
from Judgement; and who ſball declare 
his Generation? For he was cut off out 
of the Land of the living, for the Tranſ- 
greſſion of my People was he Stricken. 
And he made his Grave with the wicked, 
and with the rich in his Death. He did 
no Evil, neither was any Deceit in his 
Mouth; yet it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe 
him, he hath put him to Grief. By his 
knowledge ſball my righteous Servant ju 
tify many; for he ſball Bake Tater Ixi- 
QUITIES. Therefore will I divide him à 
Portion with the Great ; and he ſhall di- 
vide the Spoil with the ſtrong; becauſe he 
hath poured out his ſoul unto Death; and 
was numbered with the Tranſgreſſors, and 
BARE THE SIN OF MANY, and made Iu- 
terceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors. 

From the before mentioned Words of 
R. Abba it appears, as well as from other 
clear Teſtimonies of the beſt and moſt learn- 
ed Rabbins, that the ancient Jews interpret 
this Chapter of the Meſſiah, and of Con- 
ſequence that we ought to reject the A 

ons 
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ſions of ſome recent Jews, whoforcibly 
would draw the meaning of this Chapter 
to repreſent the whole People of Hrael 
in their ſufferings. R. Jonathan in his 
Targum on J/aiah, lii. ver. 10. expreſly 
names the Perſon here ſpoken of and calls 
him the Meſciahb. R. Sal. Jarchi in his 
comment on the ſame Paſſage ſays, theſe 
Words, our Rabbins underſtand of the 
Meſsiah. For they ſay, that the Meſ51ah 
is to be tormented as it is written ; He hath 
born our Griefs and carried our Sorrow. 
To the ſame Purpoſe is what is read in the 
Midras, Ruth Rabba, where the Jewiſh 
Teachers explain the Words of Boas to 
Ruth, Dip thy Bit in my Vinegar thus: 
« He ſpeaks of the King Meſciah; Ap- 
« proach thou who art the the neareſt to 
« thy Kingdom and eat the Bread, viz. 
the Bread of the Royal Government, and 
dip thy Bit into the Vinegar ; this ſig- 
“ nifies his Torments as it is ſaid: He was 


© wounded for our Tranſgrefſhous and 


« bruiſed for our Iniquities, the Chaſtiſe- 
« mient our Peace was upon. 


Now 
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Now as it is manifeſt, that this Paſſage 
of &cripture which is quoted from Iſaiah, 
is by the Jewiſh Rabbins interpreted of 
the Meſitah; it may not be improper to 
make the following Remarks. 

Firſt, That as Moſes was a Type of the 
Meſs1ah in his ¶ Prophetical or Legiſlative 
Capacity, ſo the high Prieſt under the 
Moſaical Inſtitution ſeems to have been 
inſtituted as a Type and Figure of the 
Meſ51ah; becauſe the Moſaical high Prieſt, 
was, like him, appointed to * bear the 
Iniquittes of the Sanctuary, and the Ini- 
quity of the Prieſthood. But how was 
this to be done? Why! By taking the 
Sins of the Prieſts and of the People upon 
himſelf, and transferring them upon the 
+ Sacrifice, by laying his Hands upon the 
Head thereof: But the Meſiah, that true 
high Prieſt, ſhall not be ient to offer up 
the Blood of Goats and of Calves; but to 
offer up himſelf as a Sacrifice for Sin, that 
in his own Perſon he may bear their Ini- 


quities. 
Secondly, 


§ See page 34. Num, xviil. t. + Exod. xxix. 10, 
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- Secondly, It may be obſerved, that as 
the Moſaical Law was but a temporary 
one, whereas the Law of the Meſ51ah is to 
be perpetual; ſo the Mofaical Ceremony of 
Atonement, was to be renewed once every 
Vear: whereas this Atonement of the 
Meftiah, when once made, cannot be re- 
newed. Becauſe, as it is appointed unto 
Men but once to die, ſo this Sacrifice of 
the Meſsiah, can be but once offered: And 
therefore, the Redemption obtained there- 
by muſt be compleat, ſo as not to ſtand in 
Need of any more Sacrifice for Sin. And 
accordingly the Prophet 1/aiah, in the 
aforementioned Paſſage, aſſerts, that he was 
wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, he was 
bruiſed for onr Iniquities, the Chaſtiſement 
of our Peace was upon him, and ſays he, 
with his Bruiſes we are healed. All we 
like Sheep have gone aſtray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and the 
Lord hath laid on him the Iniquities of 
4s all. mg | 

R. Salomo in his Comment on Dan. viii. 
14. ſays expreſely, that the Fruit of this 
Redemption by the King Mefiah conſiſts in 

the 
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the Forgiveneſs of Sin, and that it is to be 
an everlaſting Redemption. 

If therefore the Redemption procured by 
the Sufferings and Death of the Me/ſ514h is 
perfect and everlaſting, the conſequence is, 
that the Mofaical Offerings are no longer 
of any Uſe, and muſt conſequently ceaſe. 

And for this Reaſon it is that according 
to the Prophecy of the Prophet Daniel, 
when the Meſßiah cometh, he * ſhall 
Cauſe the Sacrifice and the Oblation to 
ceaſe; as there will be no further Occaſion 
for them. And therefore alſo the holy 
David, when ſpeaking in the Spirit and in 
the Character of the Meſ51ah, faith, ( Sa- 
crifice and offering thou didſt not deſire, 
mine Eyes haſt thou opened: Burnt- 
offering ana Sin-offering haſt thou not re- 
quired: then ſaid I, Lo, I (the Meſſiah) 
come; in the volume of the Book it is writ- 
ten of me, that I ſhould fulfill thy Mill O 
my God. 

Now as it is very obvious that the Per- 


ſon, here introduced ſpeaking, is the 
E Mefſuah 
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Meſſiah, who by ſaying, Sacrifice and Of. 
fering thou didſt not deſire; Lo, ] come, 
places himſelf in Oppoſition and inſtead of 
all Offerings, as that only acceptable pure 
and great Sacrifice of Atonement, where- 
of 1/aiah ſaith, The Lord laid on him the 
Iniquities of us all. He bore the Sin of 
many. He gave his Life as an Offering 
for Sin. So it is remarkable, that al- 
though theſe Offerings for Sin were ap- 
pointed to precure a Reconciliation be- 
tween God and the Jews; yet the Lord 
plainly declares by David, that he did not 
regard theſe Sacrifices at all, when compared 
with the Sacrifice of Righteouſneſs offered 
up by the Me ſſiah. For ſo he ſays, T/alm. 
li. 16. Thou deſireſt no Sacrifice elſe 1 
would give it thee, thou delighteſt not iu 
Burnt-offering; Yet he ſays immediately af- 
ter, Befavourable to Cion, then ſhalt thou 
be pleaſed with the Sacrifice of Righteouſ< 
76/5: So that it would be Contradicting 
himſelf, if David in thoſe Words ſpoke of 
one and the ſame Kind of Sacrifices. W hereas, 
his defign 1s to give his People a View of 
the Inſufficiency of the ordinary, and the 
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Neceſſity of that extraordinary Sacriſice 
of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord Meſs:ah, 


our Righteouſneſs, ſhould offer in himſelf, 
and thereby ſanctify the Souls of his Peo- 
ple as living Sacrifices to God. And for 
this Reaſon it is, that the High Prieſthood 
of the Meſ5:4h, is ſpoken of as ſuperceeding 
the high Prieſthood of the Tribe of Levi; 
becauſe he was not to be of that Tribe, 
but of the Tribe of Judah, nor was, his 
Power to laſt only for a Year, or even 
for Life, but for ever and ever; For thus 
faith the holy David, The Lord hath 
Sworn, and will not repent, thou art 4 
Prieſt for ever after the Order of Mel- 
chizedeck. Pſ. cx. 4. 

Laſtly, It may be remarked, that it ap- 
pears manifeſtly from this Paſſage of Scrip- 
ture quoted out of Jſaiabh, that the Su- 
ferings of the Meſſtah are to be in this 
World, when he comes as the Son of Man; 
Becauſe he is not to be put in the Poſſeſſion 
of his Triumphant Kingdom till after his 
Death. For ſays the Prophet: * Therefore 
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will I divide him a Portion with the great, 
and he ſball divide the Spoil with the 
dtrong, for this very Reaſon, becauſe he 
poured ont his Soul unto Death. 

But poſſibly you may ohject, that this 
1s inconſiſtent with many Paſſages in 
the holy Scriptures where the Meffiah 
ſeems to be promiſed under the Character of 
a temporal and a Triumphant Prince, who 
ſhould reſtore the Sceptre to al, and 
eſtabliſh the Throne of David for ever. 
Thus for Example the Prophet Jeremiah, 
ſpeaking of the Days of the Meſtah, faith, 
At that time they ſball call Jerofalem, 
the Throne of the Lord, and all Nations 


ball be gathered unto it: In thoſe Days, 
the Honſe of Judah hall walk with the 


Houſe of Iſrael, and they shall come together 
out of the Land of the North to their own 
Land. And the Prophet“ Zechariah faith, 
Thus ſayeth,the Lord of Hoſts, in thoſe Days 
it ſhall come to paſs, that ten Men, ſhall 
take hold, out of all Languages of the 
Nations, even ſhall take hoid of the 
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Skirt of him that is a Jew, ſaying, we 
will go with you, for we have heard that 
God is with you. And the Prophet Jaiah, 
faith, * For the ranſomed of the Lord 
ſhall return, and come to Lion, with 
Songs, and everlaſting Joy upon their Heads, 
they ſhall obtain Joy and Glaaneſs, and 
Sorrow and Sighing ſhall fly away. And 
the Prophet Jeremiah faith, + Behold 
the Day is come, that He will raiſe unto 
David a righteous Branch, and a King 
ſhall reign and proſper, and ſhall execute 
Judgement and Juſtice in the Earth. In 
his Day Judah ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael 
ſhall dwell Jafely, and this is his Name 
whereby he ſhall be called, TE Loxn 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, &c. 

And certain it is that there are number- 
leſs Places in the holy Writings, which 
deſcribe the Meſſiah as a mighty Prince; all 
which are particularly noted by the Jewiſh 
Commentators, for as it is a pleaſing 
Subject they have ſeldom let any of them 
pafs unnoticed. But as it is undoubted on 
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the other Hand, that the Mah is alſo 
ſpoken of in a very different Character, as 
a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with 
Grief, &c; Therefore theſe different De- 
{criptions which are given of the Meſftah 
by the Prophets, have been the Occaſion 
of Tome learned Rabbins conjecturing that 
there were to be two different Meftahs ; 
The one, the Son of JosEPH, and of the 
Family of Ephraim, who is to come in a 
State of Humiliation and Suffering, and is 
to be put to Death; The other the Sou of 
Da vip, who is to come in a State of Tri- 
umph and Exaltation, and is to bring the 
ſormer one to Life again. But as this Syſt- 
em of two Mefſiahs is contradictory to the 
Sentiments of ſeveral of the more learned 
Rabbins, who always ſpeak of the Mefſiah 
in the ſingular Number; fo, as I before ob- 
ſerved in my former Letter, doth it ſeem 
to be entirely overturned by the expreſs 
Declarations of the Prophet Ezekiel. Who 
ſpeaking in the Name of God faith, “ 7 
will ſet up ONE Shepherd over them, even 


my 
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My Servant David; he ſhall feed them, aud 
he ſhall be their Shepherd. And again he 
faith, And David my Servant ſhall be 
King over them, and they ſhall have ONE 
Shepherd. 

So that it ſeems more conſiſtent with the 
Scriptures, and with the Sentiments of the 
moſt learned Rabbins, as well as with Rea- 
ſon, to ſuppoſe that there 1s to be but one 
Meſsiah; and that it will be the ſame Perſon, 
who is to appear firſt in a ſtate of Humili- 
ty and Mortification, in order to bear our 
Iniquitics and obtain the Redemption of 
Mankind, that ſhall afterwards appear in a 
State of Triumph and of Glory. 

But then it may be urged how is this hea- 
venly Kingdom of the Meſ5:4h conſiſtent 
with the Promiſes of reſtoring the baniſhed 
Jews both Judah and 1 ac! to their own 
Land, and of eſtabliſhing the Throne of Da- 
vid for ever? That there is to be a future 
Reſtoration of the Jews to their own Land 
under the Meſiah their King is the ac- 
knowledged Faith both of Jews and of 
Chriſtians. And the only difference be- 
twixt them upon this Head is this, that the 

E 4 Jews 
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Jews imagine this Triumphant Appearance 
of the Meſsiah to be at the Time of his firſt 
coming upon Earth. But the Chriſtians, as 
ſome of the moſt learned Jewiſh Rabbins 
already mentioned certainly did, ſuppoſe 
this Reſtoration of the Jews to be at the 
ſecond Appearance of the Meſiah; when, 
after bis having been put to Death, he ſhall, 
at the appointed Time, that is after the 
Deſtruction of the Roman Empire, and the 
entire Overthrow of the City of Rome 
with all its vain Pomp and Pageantry, make 
a publick Manifeſtation of his Glory in the 
Clouds of Heaven attended with Saints and 
Angels. At which Time he will for the Con- 
viction of Mankind thence deſcend upon 
Earth, and ſhew himſelf to Menat Jeruſalem 
and Mount Zion, though not as an earthly 
Monarch attended with Guards, but as an 
Heavenly Prince attended by Angles: The 
Report whereof being ſpread to all Corn- 
ers of the World will excite the Curioſity 
of all thoſe who expect Salvation in 17 ael, 
and eſpecially of the Jews, to repair to the 
Land of Canaan to ſce this wonderfull 
Appearance: and then ſball ten Men of all 

Nations 
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Nations, among which they inhabited 
lay hold of the Skirt of him that is a Jew, 
ſaying, we will go with you, for we have 
heard that God is with you. 

Which is all manifeſtly alluded to in the 
Prophecy of the Prophet Danzel, under 
the Emblem of 4 Stone that was cut out 
of a Mountain without Hands, which 
{mote the Image upon his Feet, which were 
of Iron and Clay, that is, the Roman Em- 
pire, and brake them to Pieces. Which 
Stone the Prophet explains to repreſent 4 
Kingdom that the God of Heaven ſhall ſet 
up, which ſball never be deſtroyed; nor 
ſhall be left to other People; that is, in 
which there ſhall be no Succeſſion of Prin- 
ces, For this Kingdom ſhall be given to * 
one like the Sou of Man, who ſhall come 
in the Clouds of Heaven, and to him ſhall 
be given Dominion and Glory, and a King- 
dom, THAT ALL PEOPLE AND NATIONS 
AND LANGUAGES SHOULD SERVE HIM: 
Whoſe Dominion is an everlaſting Domi- 
nion which ſhall not paſs away, and his 

Kingdom 


* Dan. Vii. 13, 14, 27. 
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Kingdom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed. 
And the Kingdom, and Dominion, and 
Greatneſs of the Kingdom under ihe whole 
Heaven ſhall be given to the People of 
the Saints of the moſt high, and all Do- 
minions ſhall ſerve and obey him, whoſe 
Kingdom is an everlaſting Kinsdom. 

Now as it is maniſeſt that this Dominion 
is to be given to one like the Son of Man, 
who ſhall come in the Clouds of Heaven, 
and that all People and Nations, and Lan- 
guages ſhall ſerve him. Therefore it fol- 
lows, that this Son of Man muſt firſt have 
died, before he can thus appear in the 
Clouds of Heaven, and that his Kingdom 


is not confined to the Seed of Abraham, 


but that all People and Nations, and Lan- 
guages, will be equally received as the 
Members of it. 

It likewiſe further appears that this is to 
be a ſpiritual Kingdom, the Happineſs of 
which will conſiſt in Righteouſneſs and 
Peace, and ſuch other Joys as may ariſe 
from the reſtraining, rather than indulging, 
our Paſſions. And although it may be al- 


- lowed that thoſe happy Mortals who are 


alive 


"0 . 


1 
alive at that Period of Time, may be pleaſed 
and delighted with all thoſe earthly Enjoy- 
ments which are conſiſtent with a Life of 
Purity and Holineſs ; Yet it ſeems incon- 
ſiſtent with the Happineſs either of the 
Mee ſſiah, or of Abraham or Iſaac, or Jacob, 
or any of the reſt of thoſe bleſſed Spirits, 
which attend him in this his triumphant 
Appearance, to imagine them capable of 
reliſhing, or being delighted with any of 
the Enjoyments which this World can af- 
ford; further than their being delighted 
with ſeeing and contributing to the Hap- 
pineſs of thoſe Perſons who being then a- 
live, ſhall be converted to, or eſtabliſhed 
in the Acknowledgment of this their Mef- 
ſiah, and ſhall by living agreeably to the 
Laws of his Kingdom, enjoy all the Hap- 
pineſs that a Life of Righteouſneſs, in the 
midſt of Peace and Plenty can produce 
upon Earth. | 

It ought likewiſe to be further conſider- 
ed, that although the Time of the Meftah's 
coming, is ſpoken of in the Books of Mo- 


| ſes, and by the Prophets Haggai, Malachi 


and Danicl, as being before the Sceptre 
ſhall 


FE f 

ſhall depart from Judah, and before the 
Deſtruction of the ſecond Temple, yet the 
Time of his Appearance in a triumphant 
State, when the final Reſtauration of the 
Jews is to take Place, is always ſpoken of 
as being at a great diſtance of Time, in the 
latter Times, and in the laſt Days: And 
as ſucceeding after a ſecond and much ſe- 
verer Diſperſion and Diſtreſs, than what 
the Jews ſuffered at Babylon, or at any 
Time before the Deſtruction of the ſecond 
Temple. For thus faith the Prophet Eze- 
kiet xxxyiii. 8. AFTER MANY DarYS thou 
Shalt be viſited, 1N THE LATTER YEARS, 
thou sbalt come into the Lana, that is 
brought back from the Sword, and that is 
gathered out of many People, againſt the 
Mountains of Iirael which have been long 
waſte, And the Prophet 1/arah ii. 2. 
ſaith, It Shall come to paſs IN THE LAST 
Dars, that the Mountain of the Lord's 
Houſe Shall be eſtablished in the Top of the 
Mountains, and shall be exalted above the 
Hills; and ALL NATIONS Hall flow to 
it. And in another Place he declares that 
this Event of the cxaltation of the Root of 


Jege 


E 
eſſe ſhall not come to paſs till after a ſe- 
cond Reſtoration of the Jews, from a much 
more violent and general Diſperſion than 
that of Babylon, For, ſaith he, 1/az. xi. 10, 
12. And it shall come to paſs in that Day 
the Lord shall ſet his Hand again A $8- 
conD Time to recover the Remnant of 
his People, which shall be left, from Aſſy- 
ria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, 
and from Cuſh, and from Elam, and from 
Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the 
Hands of the Sea. And be ſhall ſet up 
AN ENSIGN FOR THE NATI1oNS, and 
ſball aſſemble the Out caſts of Iſrael, and 
gather together the Outcaſts of Judah, 


rom the four Corners of the Earth. And 


the Prophets * T/aiah and Micah ſay, 
+ But 1N THE IAS Dars it ſball come 
to paſs that the Mountain of the Houſe of 
the Lord, shall be eſtablished in the Top of 
the Mountains,and it shall be exalted above 
the Hills, and ALL PEOPLE Shall flow unto 
it; and MANY NATIONS Hall come and 


(ay, let us go up to the Mountain of the 
Lord, 


iv. 1,2. Þ+ 1/ai.vv. 2, 3. 
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Lord, and to the Houſe of the God of Ja- 
cob, he will teach us his Ways, and we 
will walk in his Paths; for THE Law 
shall go forth out of Lion, and the Word of 
the Lord from Jeruſalem. And faith the 
Prophet Jeremiah, Therefcre behcld the 
Day is come, ſaith the Lord, that it shall 
no more he ſaid the Lord Irveth that brought 
up the Children of Iſrael out of the Land 
of Egypt; but the Lord Irocth that brought 
up the Children of Iſrael from the Land of 
the Nerth, and from all Lands whither 
he had driven them ; and I will bring them 
again into their own Land, that I gave 
unto their Fathers. Behold I will ſend for 
many b1shers, ſaith the Lord, and they 
Hall fish them, and after I will ſend for 
many Hunters and they ſhall hunt them, 
from every Hill, aud out of the Holes of 
the Rooks; Bur FIRST I wiLlL RECOM. 
PENCE THEIR INIQUITY AND THEIR 

SINS DOUBLE. 
Now notwithſtanding all this, ſuch is 
the Biaſs of human Nature in Fayour of 
thoſe 


* Jerem, Xvi. 14, 18. 
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Sentiments that are pleaſing and agreeable 
to us, that the Bulk of the Nation of the 
Jews, though they are very affiduous in 
ſearching the Scriptures with Regard to the 
Mefsiah; yet are their Eyes blinded when- 
ever they come to thoſe Paſſages which de- 
ſcribed the Meſiah, evenat the Time of his 
firſt Appearance, in a State of Abaſement, 
and Humiliation ; but are as clear lighted as 
a Lynx when they came to thoſe Paſſages 
which deſcribed him under the pleaſing 
Character of a triumphant Mefs:ah, of a 
Prince of the Houle of David, ſurrounded 
as they imagine, with worldly Pomp and 
Grandeur, reſtoring the Sceptre to 1/ael, 
and ſubduing all the Nations of the Earth, 
as Vaſſals and Slaves to his Dominion and 
his Empire. 

But alaſs! How poor, how low in reali- 
ty is ſuch a Thought? How ill becoming 
the Dignity of the Meſſiahb? Thoſe that 
expect a Meſs1ah or Redeemer, but imagine 
him to be a great worldly Monarch, who 
ſhould procure his Subjects many temporal 

Advan- 
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Advantages * Privileges, know not 
wherein the Miſery or the Happineſs of 


human Nature and immortal Souls properly 
conſiſts, or elſe they could not form ſuch 


wrong Notions. A powerful King and 
victorious Heroe may eftabliſh great Em- 
Pires; and in proportion to the Capacity of 
hisUnderftanding, may introduce many good 
Laws, and Regulations, for the outward 
Proſperity of his Subjects; but to make a 
ſolid Reformation in the Hearts, Lives and 
Manners of his People, he ſometimes has not 
the Will, and infinitely more often wants 
the Power. Many of the Aſſyrian, Per- 


ſian, Grecian and Roman Monarchs have 


ſubdued and ruled over the beſt Part of 
the World, but the Bodics of the conquer- 
ed Nations are become Sacrifices either to 
Death or Slavery, and their Souls they left 
as miſerable and unreformed as they found 
them. And ſhall our Meſtiah be only 
ſuch an Anointed one as Nebucaduc zar, 
or Cyrus, or Alexander,or Cæſar? Far be 
ſuch a Thought from our Minds. What is 


there 
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there in worldly Grandeur that is worthy 


of his Purſuit? Or what is there in worldly 
| Grandeur that is worthy of our own Solli- 
7 citude? Do we find that the greateſt Heroes 
have either been the beſt or the happieſt of 
Men? No! but rather the Contrary. 

Let us look into the Promiſe made unto 
Abraham, when * the Lord ſaid ſball I 
hide from Abraham that thing which I do, 
ſeeing that Abraham Shall ſurely become a 
| great Nation, and all the Nations of the 
Earth shall be bleſſed in him? Was this 
i deſigned as a Bleſſing or a Curſe? Surely 
þ as a Bleſſing, becauſe the Almighty adds, 
' For I know that he will command his 

Children, and. his Houſehold after him, 
and they shall keep the Way of the Lord, 
to do Juſtice and Judgement, that the 
Lord may bring upon Abraham that which 


he hath ſpoken of him. 
And now let us enquire how this Bleſ- 


ſing hath been fulfilled. Not long after 
| the Death of Abraham, his feed were ſent 
| into Egypt, to remain in ſlavery till 430 
| F Years 


l Gen. xviii. 17, 19. 
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Years were expired; from whence they 
were at length delivered; and were con- 
ducted into Canaan, after wandering 40 
Years more in the Wilderneſs of Sinai. 
And when they were arrived in the Land 
of Canaan, yet the Inhabitants of the Land 


which remained unconquered, || were Tricks 


ju their Eyes, and Thorns in their Sides. 
And continued to be * Snares aud Traps 
unto them, and Scourges in their Sides, 


and Thorns in their Eyes untill they 
periſhed off that good Land, which the 


Lord had given them. And in the Days 


of their Glory, even when Solomon was 
King, what was the Extent of his King- 


dom ? Not the Size of a Roman Province. 


Not the hundred Part of what is now 
poſſeſied by the Succeſſors of Mahomed. 
And immediately after the Death of 
Solomon, ten of the twelve Tribes with- 
drew their Allegiance from his Offspring, 
and not long after that were ſent Captives 
into Media, whence they have never yet 
returned; and the remaining two Tribeshave 

been 


| Nam. xxxiii. 55. 7. xxiii. 13. 
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been driven out of the Land of Caunaan 


about 1700 Vears ago, and remain as Pil- 
grims and Strangers over the Face of the 


whole Farth. And can any Worldly 
Grandeur that is to happen in the Proceſs 


of Time, to any of the future Progeny 
of Abraham, make what hath hither to 


paſſed, a Bleſſing to Abraham and his 
Seed? can it make an Amends to thoſe 
who are in the Grave? Or can the Con- 
queſt of the whole World by one of the 
Seed of Abraham, and the Subduing of 
all Nations under the Dominion of Zion, 
be any great Bleffing to thoſe Nations, if 
they are to reap no Benefits thereby 

but being in Subjection to the Jews ? 
Whereas if we conſider that the Reaſon, 
why God was pleaſed to diſtinguiſh Abra- 
ham, was, becauſe he he that he would 
command his Children and his Houſehold 
aſter him, to keep the Way of the Lord 
to do Juſtice and Judgement; So we may 
conclude from thence, that the Reforma- 
tion of Mankind ; the teaching of them to 
do Juſtice and Judgement; and to do the 
will of God in this World, as it is done in 
72 Heaven 
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Heaven, and thereby preparing them for a 
State of Bliſs and Happineſs in another 
World; the ſetting them an Example in 
his own Perſon, of the little Value which 
ought to be put upon the glittering Follies 
and the pompous Parade of this Lite; and 
laſtly, in order to deſcat the Deſignsof Satan, 
the ſuffering of Perſecution, and Scourging, 
and Death, that by his Wounds they may 
be healed, and that on him may be laid the 
the Tniquitics of us all; is an Employment 
worthy the Meſſiah. 
And when this is done, and the Time 
ſhall be fulfilled when the wrath of God 
is appeaſed for the Indignities offercd this 
his faithſull Meſſenger of the Covenant; 
Then for this Meffah, by a ſecond Coming, 
to manifeſt his Conqueſt over that old Ser- 
pent the Devil which beguiled our firſt 
Parents, by opening the Gates of Death, 
which have hitherto been faſt Sealed, ſo 
that no Man cometh again; and aſter a 
Triamphent Appearance in the Clouds of 
Heaven attended by Abraham, and Iſaac, 
and Jacob, and all the Saints, which have 
died in Expectation of this Redemption; to 
deſcend 
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deſcend from thence upon Earth, and ſhew 
himiclf to Men, in order to convince all 
Manz ind, whether Jews or Gentiles, of his 
being their Meffiah, may be Actions wor- 
thy that Perſon, whom God hath been 
pleated to dignifiy with the Appellation 
of * hts Son. 

And in order to accompliſh this, there is 


no N cceſſity that the Peron who does it, 


ſhould be a Worldly King, and a Con- 
queror, but rather the Contrary. 

The Mefftah therefore, who was not 
ſent upon his own Account, to enjoy the 
things of this Life, is deſcribed as coming, 
not in ſuch a Station or Condition of Life, 
as ſhould furniſh him with the Opportunity 


of enjoying the Proſperity and Grandeur of 


this World; for he deſpiſeth it, and is 
therefore to be deſpiſed of it; but he is to 
come to + bring glad Tidings to Lion, that 
all the the Ends of the Earth might {ce 
the Salvation of God. And though he 
ſhall be exalted and be very high in the 
Kingdom appointed for him by his God 

F 3 and 
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and our God; yet here in this World at his 
firſt coming, he hath no Torn nor Cume— 
line(s,no Beauty that we ſhould deſire him. 
A Man of Sorrows and acquainted with 
Grief, Stricken of God and afflicted; and 
cut off out of the Land of ths living for 
the Tranſgreſſion of the People. 
Here is an Image of Godlike Virtue, of 
Meekneſs, and unbounded Benevolence; 
an Image that might make an Impreſſion 
upon ſuch as are like-minded ; on ſuch as 
by raiſing their Thoughts above this World 
can look down upon it, and all iis tranſito- 
ry, ſhort, ſurfeiting Enjoyments with Pity 
and Contempt. While on the contrary 
they whoſe Minds are ſet upon the Plea- 
ſures of this Life, who are intoxicated with 
Pride, or Luxury, or Ambition, can form 
to themſelves no Notion of any Meffrah, 
but of one that cometh attended with Con- 
queſt and Triumph, and all the guilded 
Pageantry of worldly Pomp and Grandeur. 
And yet it was this, in all human Pro- 
bability, which prevented your Aneeſtors 
from acknowledging this Meffah, this 
humble, this meek, this deſpiſed and re- 
rejected 


„ 
jected Meffiah, when he appeared amongſt 
them. Their Minds were {ct upon a tri- 
umphant Meffah, their Expectations were 
raiſed with the Thoughts of worldly 
Grandeur; their Eyes were lifted high to 
look for ſome ſtately Cedar, while with 
their Feet they trampled on this humble 
Plant. Not that he will not Triumph! 
But it ſhall not be with worldly Pomp 
and Parade, Not that he will not he 
exalted, and extolled, and be very high! 
For he will be higher than the Kings of 
the Earth. But his Exaltation will be in 
Heaven, where Exaltation is worth ſtri— 
ving for, and where according to the ho- 
ly * David, becauſe he loved Righteon/- 
neſs, and hated Iniquity, God, even his 
God, hath ANOIN TED him with the 
Oyl of Gladneſs above his Fellows. 
And it was for this very Reaſon that God 
hath exalred him, becauſe he was humble, 
and lowly, and meek, was tormented for 
our Tranſgreſſions, bruited for our Ini. 
quities, and was cut off out of the Land 
F 4 of 
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of the living for the Tranſgreſſion of 


the People. And in this exalted State 
he ſhall appear again upon Earth, and 
ſhew himſelf in the fullneſs of Time to 
thoſe who are then alive, for their Con- 
viction and Converſion ; attended, not like 
a worldly Monarch, with Guards and 
Troops of armed Men, but with Saints 
and Angels, and the Souls of juſt Men made 
perfect. And his Appearance ſhall be at 
Feruſalem and on Mount Sion; * At 
which T ime according to the Prophet Je- 
remiah, they ſball call Jeruſalem the 
Throne of the Lord, and ALL NATIONS 
ſhall be gathered unto it. In thoſe Days 
the Houſe of Judah ſhall wall with the 


Houſe of Iſrael, and they ſball come to- 


gether out of the Land of the North to 
their own Land. For lays the Prophet 
Jfaiab, + The Lord fhall comfort L. ion, he 
wall comfort all her waſte Places; he 
will make her Wilderneſs like Eden, and 
her Deſert like the Garden of the Lord: 
Joy and Glaaneſs ſball be found there iu, 
Thankſ- 


Jer. iii. 17, 18, Jai. li. 3. and compare with 
Ezeh. xxxvi. 22. 
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Thankſgring and the Voice of Melody. 
And again God faith, * It ſhall be to me 


a Name of Joy, a Praiſe, and an Honour 


before all the Nations of the Earth, which 


ſhall hear all the Good that Ido unto them, 


and they shall fear and tremble for all 
the Goodneſs, and for all the Profperity 
that Tprocure unto it. Thus faith the Lord, 
again there fhall be heard in the Cities of 
Judah, and in the Streets of Jeruſalem, 
the Voice of Joy, and the Voice of Glad- 
neſs, the Voice of the Bridegroom, and tho 
Voice of the Bride, the Voice of them that 
Shall jay, Praiſe the Lord of Hoſts, for 
the Lord is good and his Mercy endureth 
forever. 

But they who would ſee this Day muſt 
firſt acknowledge him as their Meſſiah in 
his depreſſed State ; they who would reign 
with him in Glory, muft alfo ſhare with 
him in his Humility; they who would 
partake with him in his State of Exaltation, 


muſt firſt liſt under his Banner in his State 
of Abatement. 


It ſeems therefore a Matter of the 
greateſt Conſequence to all Mankind, 


whether 
* Jerem. xxxiii. 9, 11, 
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whether Jew or Gentile, to be as well 
informed as they poffibly can of the 
Time affixed for the coming of the Meſſiah : 
That they may be certified whether he is 
yet come or not, either in his State of A- 
baſement or Exaltation; that, if he be come, 
they may acknowledge him, and not be e- 
jected out of his Kingdom, when he ſhall 
appear in his triumphant State, becauſe 
they were too proud in Heart to acknow- 
ledge him in his State of Humiliation; 
wherefore I ſhall endeavour to lay this be- 
fore you in as an impartial a Light as I am 

capable of. 
In doing of which I ſhall, in order to 
a void Confuſion, firſt enquire into thoſe 
Texts of Scripture, which may inform us 
concerning the Time of the Coming of 
this Meſſiah; whence we may be enabled 
to Judge whether he is yet come or not: 
And if he be come, whether we have not 
Reaſon toexpecta further and ſecond A ppear- 
ance of the Me ſſiah upon Earth. For though 
J apprehend it to be cogtradictory to the 
whole Tenor of the Hebrew Bible to ſup- 
poſe two Meſſiahs, yet I think it will ap- 
pr 


[ 83 ] 

pear from many Texts of Scripture, that 
the Me ſſiah muſt be already come; and as 
it is undoubted that many of the Prophe- 
cies concerning his Perſonal Appearence 
here upon Earth, are not yet fulfilled, it 
will as manifeſtly follow from thence, that 
his further Coming is ſtill to be expect- 
ed. I ſhall then in the laſt Place, endea- 
vour to ſhew who this Perſon is, that is 
affirmed by the Chriſtians to have already 
appeared under this Character of the Me- 
ſhah; and ſhall aſſign my Reaſons in Vin- 
dication of their Opinion. 

Now if we conſult thoſe Texts of Scrip- 
ture, which relate to the Time of the 
Meſſiah's Coming, we ſhall find, that the 
Meſfiah was to corne before the Sceptre 
ſhould depart from Judah; and before the 
ſecond Temple of Jeruſalem, which was 
built by Zorobabel, ſhould be deſtroyed; 
both which Events having come to paſs 
long ago, it is more than probable, that 
the firſt coming of the Meſßiab is long 
fince paſt. As to the firſt of theie, This 
I think will ſufficiently appear from con- 
ſulting the Prophecy of Jacob, when 2 

little 
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little before his Death, he gave his Bleſſing 
to his Sons, and among the reſt to his Son 
Judah, out of whoſe Tribe by the Seed 
of David, it is ſufficienly acknowledged 
by the Jews, that the Meſiah is to come. 
For ſays he, The Sceptre (hall not depart 
from Judah, nor a Lawgiver from be- 
tween his Feet, until | SHILOH come; and 
to him ſhall the Gathering of the People 
be. Nowas it is manifeſt, that the Sceptre, 
take it in what ſence you will, whether it 
be the Sceptre of Government in Judah as 
a Tribe, or the Sceptre of the great Syna- 
gogue, or the Sceptre of the Shanedrim, 
which fate in Jeru/alem, and within the 
limits of the Tribe of Judah, all which 
| ceaſed much about the ſame Time; ſince I 
| ſay it is manifeſt that this Sceptre hath long 
13 fince departed from Judah, therefore it is 
reaſonable to believe that Shiloh is come. 
And in Proof of this, I think I need only 
quote the Words of R. Rachman, who 
makes this remarkable Confeſſion: © When 
3 < our Sanhedrim went out of the Hall, 
| «© where 
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ce where they uſed to have their Meetings, 
« and the Power of Judgment was taken 
« from them, they put on hairy Garments, 
« tore their Hair off their Heads and ſaid; 
« Woe unto us, The Sceptre is departed 
« from Judah, and the Son of David is 
«© not come.“ 

But as it may very juſtly be demanded 
how it appears that the Meſiah is here 
meant by this Hiloh, I think myſelf 
obliged to produce my Reaſons for it; 
becauſe I am not ignorant, that in order 
to avoid this Conſtruction of the Word 
Shiloh, the Jews have interpreted this 
Text after many and various manners, My 
Reaſons therefore are theſe, Firſt, becauſe 
it is acknowledged by the Jewiſh Rabbins 
that the Meſſiah, is to be born without an 
earthly Father. For thus you may find it 
in the Annotations of R. Moſes Hadarſon, 
on Fal. Ixxxv. 11. Truth ſhall ſpring out 
of the Earth, and Righteouſneſs ſhall look 
down from Heaven. Where he obſerves 
« That R. Joden ſays, That is our Salva- 
tion which ſhall Spring out of the Earth 
cc by 
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« by the Interpoſition of God; and theſe 
« two, that is Truth and Juſtice ſhall be 
« joyned together. And why does the 
« Pſalmiſt ſay, it ſhall ſpring out of the 
« Earth, and not ſay it ſhall be born? Be- 
4 cauſe its Birth and Generation ſhall not 
tc be like the Generation of worldly Crea- 
« tures but ſhall be diſterent*from it, and be 
« without a ſocial Conjunction (i. e. of 
« male and Female) and this juſt one ſhall 
« be our Saviour whom God will ſend. 
« Which is alluded to in the ſame P/al. v. 
« 12. where it is ſaid, yea the Lord ſball 
give that which is good; and our Land 
« ſhall yeild her Encreaſe. For it is mani- 
« feſt that no one knows, or can tell, what 
« ſhall be the Name of his Father, until 
« he himſelf ſhall come, and make it mani- 
« feſt unto us.“ | 
And again in his Annotations on Gen. 
xxx vii. 22. Aud Reuben ſaid unto unto 
them, ſhed no Blood, but caſt him into this 
Pit that is in the Wilderneſs, and lay no 
hand upon him. Thus, fays he, it is 
« alſo ſaid in Job vi. 27. Tea ye over- 
« whelm 
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« whelm THE FATHERLESS, and you dig 
« Pit for your Friend. Which is alſo 
“ alluded to Lament. v. 3. We are Or- 
&« phans and Fatherleſs. Upon which R. 
* Barachias remarks, that the holy and 
e bleſſed God ſaid to rael, ye have com- 
* plained unto me that ye are Orphans and 
« Fatherleſs; So ſhall the Redeemer, which 
* I will appoint, and raiſe up from among 

« yourſelves, be without a Father alſo.” 
As therefore, the Promiſe made to Eve 
that the Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe 
the Serpents Head, is acknowledged by the 
moſt ancient and learned Rabbins to refer 
to the Meſs:ah, and as according to the 
aforementioned Traditions, the Meſs1ah is 
to be born without an Earthly Father, He 
may very properly be denoted by the par- 
ticular Characteriſtic of the Seed of the 
Woman. And as the Word HHil or Shilo in 
Hebrew literally ſignifies, the Secondima, or 
Tunicle, in which the Fætus is involved 
in the Mothers Womb, therefore this is a 
very proper Expreſſion to denote the Off- 
ſpring of a Virgin, which was to be pro- 
duced without the help of Man; In the 
a 
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Incarnation of whoſe exalted Spirit, thete 


is no more Myſtery than in the Incarnation 
of the Spirit of the meaneſt Man alive; 


the Difficulty being to conceive, not how 
a Spirit of an exalted Nature, but how any 


Spirit at all can be united to Matter and 
made Man. And indecd it is very remark- 
able that there is no mention made in the 
Scriptures of the Father of the Mia 
from the Time of David. 

Secondly, it ought to be applied to the 
Meſſiah, becauſe the following Words, and 


and to him ſhall the Gathering of the 


People be, ſeems to approprate it to him; 


2s this is a very remarkable Part of the 


Character by which the Mefſiah is denoted 
in the Scriptures. For to this Purpoſe was 
the Original Promiſe made to Abraham, 
Tſaac, and Jacob, that in their Seed ſhonld 
all the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed. 
And accordingly the Prophet * Iſaiah, 
when ſpeaking of the Meſsiah, ſaith, He 
will lift up an EN SIN TO THE NATIONS 


from far, and call unto them from the 


Ends 
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Fuds of the Earth. And in another Place 
he faith, And in that Day there ſhall be a 
Root of Jeſſe, which ſhall ſtand rok AN 
ExNS1GN TO THE PECPLE, and to it ſhall 
THe GENTILES Seek. And again, And 
he ſhall ſit up AN ENS1GN ro THE Na- 
TIONS, and ſhall aſſemble the outcaſts of 
Iſrael, and gather together the diſperſed of 
Judah, from the four Corners of the 
Earth. With numberleſs other Places to 
the fame Purpoſe; all which amount to juſt 
the ſame thing, with that which is here 
predicted of Hiloh by Jacob, that to him, 
or under his Enſign, ſhall the Gathering 
of the People be. 

And laſtly we apply this Word Shilob 
to the M. ſſiah, becauſe it hath been already 


applied ſo, by the moſt ancient and learned 
Rabbins among the Jews. 


For thus we find this verſe interpreted 
in the Jeruſalem Targum, as well as in the 
Targums of Jonathan B. Uriel, and of 
Onkelos, than which there is not better 
Authority among any of the Jewiſh 
writers. The Jeruſalem Targum renders 

| G it 
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it thus. There ſhall not be wanting 
Kings of the Houſe of Judah, nor Stillful 
Doctors of the Law from among his Sons 
Long, until the Time that the King Meſſiah 
cometh, whoſe is the Kingdom, and to him 


at length ſhall all the Kings of the Earth 


be ſubje. 

6 TheTargum of Jonathan renders it thus. 
There ſball not fail to be Kings and Preſi- 
dents of the Houſe of Judah, nor Scribes 
teaching the Law out of his Seed, until 
the Time that the King Meſſiah, who is the 
younger of his Sons, cometh; and for him 
ſball the Pecple melt, or pine. | 

|| The Targum of Nukelos, renders it 

thus, Their ſhall not be removed a Prince 


from 
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from the Houſe of Judah, nor a Scribe from 
his Sons Sons, until the Time when Tas 
Mxs814n cometh, to whom appertaineth 
the Kingdom, and him ſhall the People 
obey. 

Which is alſo the Opinion of ſeveral 
others Jewiſh Rabbins, for to the ſame 
Purpoſe you may find this very Text ex- 
plained in Bereſbith Ketenna. And in 
Bereſbith Rabba, this Text is explained 
thus. The Sceptre ſhall not depart, Kc. 
« that is till the King Meſtiab comes who 
is to break the Kingdoms with a Rod, 
* 2s it is faid in P/al. ii. 9. Thou fbal 
* break them with a Rod of Iron, thou 
« ſhalt daſh them in Pieces like a Potters 
* Veſſel. Then follows, Nor a Lau- 
« Giver from between his Feet. This 
e alſo alludes to Me/ſtah the King, Who 
„ ſhall come to tread them under his Feet. 
As it is faid by the Prophet, Jai. xxvi. 
6. The Foot ſhall tread it down, even 
* the Foot of the Poor, Becauſe that 
* Meſſtah of whom theſe things are ſpoken 
« ſhall be Poor, according to the Prophe- 
« cy of the Prophet Zechar. ix. 9. Where 
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de ſays, Behold thy King cometh unto 
« thee: He is juſt, and, having Salvation, 
* LOWLY, AND RIDING UPON AN ASS. 
And upon the Words until! Shilo comes, 
the ſame Commentator poſitively fays, 
that is the Meſſiah. And in the Jewiſh 
German Tranſlation of the Hebrew Bible, 
which is made and approved of by their 
ableſt Maſters, they have likewiſe tranſla- 
ted the Word Shiloh by the King Meſſiah, 
but have interpreted the Hebrew Particles 
h when, which is againſt the Nature and 
Signification of the Hebrew Language, 
never in the Hebrew Bible being uſed 
for «hen, but ſignifying always until: In 
which Senſe it is manifeſt that all the Chal- 
dee Paraphraſts before quoted undoubtedly 
underftood it; becauſe they expreſſly ren- 
der it by &59y=" or d which cannot 


otherwiſe be render'd than to the Age or 


to the Time, and not from the Age or from 
the Time when the Meſſiah cometh. 

But it is further alſo manifeſt that the 
Meſſiab is already come, not only becauſe 
the Sceptre hath manifeſtly departed from 
Judah, but alſo becaule it is predicted of 

him 
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him that he ſhould come in about 490 


Years after the firſt Temple was ordered 
to be rebuilt, and before the Deſtruction of 
the ſecond Temple which was erected in 
the Place thereof. For fays the Prophet 
Daniel, Seventy Weeks are determined 
upon the People, and upon thy holy City, 
to finish the Tranſgreſſion, aud to make an 
End of Sins, and to make Reconciliation 
for Iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting 
 Righteoujneſs, and to ſeal up the Viſion 
and Prophecy, and to anoint the moſt holy. 
Know therefore and underſtand, that from 

the going forth of the Commanament to re- 

flore and rebuild Jeruſalem, unto Meſſiah 
the Prince, shall be ſeven Weeks, and 

threeſcore and two Weeks, the Street shall 

be built again, and the Wall in troublous 

Times. And after threcſtore and two 

Weeks shall Meſſiah be cut off, but not for 

himſelf. And THE PEOPLE OF THE PRINCE 

THAT SHALL COME, Shall deſtroy the 

City and Sanctuary, and the End thereof 

thall be with a Flood, and unto the End 
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of the War Defolations are determined, 
(and he shall confirm the Covenant with 
many for one Week; and in the midſt of 
the Wiek he Shall cauſe the Sacrifice and 
the Oblation to ceaſe, and for the over- 
ſpreading of Abomination, he shall make it 
deſolate) even until the Conſummation ; 
and that determined shall be poured on 
the deſolate. 

Some eminent Rabbins allow that this 
Prophecy of Daniel points to the Meſſiah: 
Abarbanel in his Book * Majene Jeſchua 
in the Explanation of the Words To anoint 
the moft Holy ſays, The moſt Holy ſigni- 
hes, either the Holy Place in the Temple, 
or the Meſſiah our Righteouſneſs, who is 
called the moſt Holy becauſe he is better 
and holier than all the People of Mael to- 

ther. To the fame Purpoſe is the Teſti- 
mony of R. Afariah in his Book ( Meor 
Euaim where inſtead of the Words to bring 
in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, he ſays, ts 
bring in the Meſſiah our Rightcoujneſs. R. 
Saadias and Aben Efra in their Explicati- 

ons 
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ons on this Place likewiſe inſiſt upon it 
that the 70 Weeks ſignify 490 Years. 

And indeed this Prophecy of Daniel a- 
grees ſo exactly with the Deſcription of the 
Meſſiah as given us in his State of Humili- 
ation by the Prophet“ Iſaiah, and points 
out ſo preciſely the Time of his being cut 
of, that is, before the Deſtru&ion of the 
ſecond Temple, which laſted about 490 
Years or ſeventy Weeks of Tears, from the 
Time that the Commandment went forth to 
rebuild it ; that ſome Jews who are un- 
willing to acknowledge a ſuffering ia 
as well as a triumphant one, or that he is 
already come in the Fleſh ; have made it 
an Objection, in order to invalidate the 
Force of this Teſtimony, that in their Bible 
Daniel is not plac'd among the Prophets, 
but only among the Hagiographa. 

It may therefore not be improper, be- 
fore we proceed further, to enquire into 
the Authority upon which the acknow- 
ledgment of the Authenticity of the Pro- 
phecies of Daniel, and particularly of this 

G 4 Prophecy 
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Prophecy which I have now quoted, is 
founded. Of which we cannot have bet- 
ter Evidence than from the Teftimony of 
the Jewish Hiſtorian Joſephus, who lived 
at the Time of the Deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem by Titus Veſpaſian ; who quotes the 
Prophecies of Daniel as written by a Per- 
ſon divinely inſpired ; and refers his Rea- 
der to them, as being at that Time a 

of the Canon of the Jewish Scriptures, 
For ſays he, * He will find them in the 
ſacrea Writings. And in the following 
Chapter, where Joſephus is giving an Ab- 
ſtra& of the Prophecies of Daniel, he com- 
mends his Writings, which were much 
read among the Jews, and ſays: 

« But it is fit to give an Account of what 
this Man did, which it is moſt admirable 
to hear. For he was ſo happy, as to 
have ſtrange Revelations made to him, 
« and thoſe as to one of the greateſt of the 


Prophets. Inſomuch that while he was 


** alive, he had the Eſteem and Applauſe 
both of the Kings and of the Multitade 
and 
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« andnow he is dead he retains a Remem- 
« brance that will never fail. For the ſe- 
« veral Books that he wrote, and left be- 
„ hind him, are ſtill read by us, till this 
Time. And from them we believe that 
„Daniel converſed with God. For he did 
not only propheſy future Events, as did 
the other Prophets; but he alſo deter- 
« mined the Time of their Accompliſh- 
ment. And then recapitulating the Pur- 
port of Daniel's Propheſies with regard to 
thoſe things which happened to the Na- 
tion of the Jews under Autiochus Epi- 
phanes as contained in the eighth chap- 
ter of Daniel, he faith. © And indeed it 
came to paſs, that our Nation ſuffered 
< theſe Things under Antiochus Epiphan- 
« es, according to Daniels Viſion, which 
he wrote many Years before they came 
c to pals. In the very ſame Manner Daniel 
« alſo wrote concerning the Roman Goy 
« yernment; and that our Country ſhould 
« be made deſolate by them, alluding 
thereby to the forementioned Prophecy, 
which I have quoted out of the Ninth 
Chapter of Daniel: And then he adds, 
9 


58 

« All theſe Things did this Man leave in 
Writing, as God had ſhe wed them to him. 
“ Infomuch that ſuch as read his Prophe- 
te cies, and ſee how they have been ful- 
4 filled, would wonder at the Honour 
« wherewith God honoured Daniel. 

Here then is an inconteſtable Proof of the 
acknowledgement of the Divine Inſpiration 
of Daniel, by one of the moſt learned Per- 
ſens of the Jewiſh Nation, who declares 
himſelf convinced of the Truth of that Pro- 
phetical Spirit with which he was inſpired 
by the wonderful Accompliſhment of his 
Prophecies; and particularly appeals to that 
Prophecy which I have quoted, as having 
been fulfilled in the Deſtruction of the 
Temple and City of Jeruſalem by Titus : 
It being after the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
that he wrote his Hiſtory, as appears from 
his own Words, in that Part of his Works 
wherein he wrote an Account of his own 
Life. 4 


Hence 


+ Fof. vit. Sect. hxxv. In this Hiſtory Joſephus 
alſo ſpeaks honourably of Jeſus, and it is aſſerted by 
fome that he died a Chriftian. Sec IWhiften's Diſſert. oa 
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Hence alſo appears what was the Opini- 


on of Joſephus with Regard to the Inter- 
pretation of this Prophecy. As 1ff, that he 
looked upon the 70 Weeks Propheſied of 
by Daniel to have been ſome Time expis 
red: and ſecondly that by the Expreſſion of 
the People of the Prince that “ com 74 
he underſtood the Roman Army. A 
therefore, though he was unwilling to to 
ſpeak out, as being a Cautious Writer, and 
very wary in not offending cither the 
Jeus or the Romans, yet ſince it is plain 
that this part of thatProphecy was fulfilled, 
it muſt appear as plain to any one elſe who 
conſults the Words of the Prophecy, chat 
the Meffah, according to the Remainder 
of the Prophecy, was to have been cut off 
before the Prince of the People, or the Ro- 
man Army, ſhould come to * the 
City and the Sanctuary. | 
Now if the Jews will but conſult theit 
own Copies of the Hebrew Bible they will 
find there were four Commandments iſſued 


«. Sao 


out to reſtore and rebuild Jeryſalem,* one. 
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by Gre, * another by Darius, the + third 
by Artaxerxes Longimanus, in the ſeventh 
Year of his Reign, and + the fourth by the 
ſame Prince in the twentieth Year of his 
Reign. And let us take which of theſe 
they pleaſe, and ſuppoſe theſe Weeks, in- 
ſtead of Weeks of Days, to denote, accord- 
ing to the Explanation of the Prophet 9 
Ezekiel, Weeks of Years; and it is manifeſt 
that the Meſſiah muſt be long ſince come. 
So that there is no need of a critical Enqui- 
ry into every minute Circumſtance of this 
Prophecy to ſhew that the Metab ſhould 
be already come. 

But it is not only manifeſt from this Pro- 
phecy of Daniel, but alſo from the Pro- 
phets Haggai and. Malachi that the Mei 
was to come before the Deſtruction of the 
Temple of Jeruſalem by Titus. Fer thus 
ſaith the Prophet Haggai, when Speaking 
of this ſecond Temple that was Built by 
Zerubabel; || Who is left among you, that 
faw this Houſe in her firſt Glory? And 
how do you fee it now ? Is it not in your 

Eyes 
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Eyes in Compariſon of it as Nothing? 
Tet now be Strong, O Lerubabel, ſaith the 
Lord, and be Strong O Joſhua the Son of 
Toſ edec the High Prieſt, and be Strong 

ye People of the Land, ſaith the Lord, Sr 
work : For I am with you ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts ; according to the Word that I co- 
venanted with you when you came out of 
Egypt, ſo my ꝙirit remaineth among you; 
fear ye not. For thus ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts, yet once, it is a little while, and 1 
will ſbake the Heavens, and the Earth, 
the Sea, and the dry Land: And I will 


fate all Nations, AND THE DESIRE OF 


ALL NATIONS SHALL COME, AND I 
WILL FILL THIS HousE wiTH GLiokr, 
faith the Lord of Hoſts. The Silver is 
mine, and the Gold is mine, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts. TAE GLoxy or THIS LAT- 
TER HOUSE SHALL BE GREATPK THAN 
THE FORMER, /aith the Lord of Hoſts; 
and in this Place will Igive Peace ſaith 

the Lord. 
which Text though the modern Jews 
endeavour to apply otherwiſe, yet it is 
118 that ſome of the moſt learned of the 
Jews 
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Jews quoted in the Talmud applied it to 
the Days of the Mefsiah; for thus you 
will clearly find it afferted under the Title 
Shanedrim Section Helec, where R. Atiba 


is ſaid to have expounded theſe Words yet 
a little while and I will ſbale the Hea- 
vens and the Earth, of the Days of Mie 


lab the King, and of the Time that was 


to ſucceed between the Deſtruction of the 
firſt Temple, and the coming of the Meſ- 


ſab. 


For if this Houſe which was built by 
Zerubabel, which, with regard to the 
Materials and out ward Ornaments that com- 
poſed it, with regard to the Silver and 
Gold expended on it, was as Nothing in 
Compatiſon to the former Houſe; and 
which aceording to the Conceptions of the 
Jews themſelves, wanted fi ve honourable 
Marks of the divine Favour, which were 
in the firſt Temple; viz. The Ark of the 
Teſtimony, the Holy Fire, the Holy 
Oil, and the Urim and Thummim; If 
this Houſe, I fay, was yet to exceed the 
former Houſe in Glory, to what can the 
preferable Excellency of this latter Houſe 
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be attributed, but to this, that the De- 
fire of all Nations was to fill it with 
Glory? And if no better Reaſon can be aſ- 
ſigned, does not this prove to a Demon- 
{tration that the Deſire of all Nations, that 
is, the Mecſsiah in whom they are all to be 
bleſſed, ſhould come before the Deſtruc- 
tion of this ſecond Temple ? 

And accordingly the Prophet“ Ma- 
lachi, who was the laſt Prophet that 
was ſent to the Jews, when ſpeaking 
of this ſecond Temple, declares in the 
Name of God, ſaying, Behold I will ſend. 
my Meſſenger, and. he ſhall prepare the 
Way before me, and the Lord whom ye 
ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to his Temple; 
even the Meſſenger of the Covenant whons- 
ye delight in: Behold he ſhall come ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts. Which Paſſage of 
Scripture is by R. Moſes Maimonides in his 
Hilcoth Melachim poſitively applied to 
the Meſiah. Where he Says that “ in the 
« Pays of Meſsiah the King the Genealogy 
« of 1/rael ſhall be revealed at his Mouth 
« by the holy Spirit that ſhall reſt upon 
« him, as it is ſaid in Malachi. iii. Behold 

« I will 


* Mal. cxi. 1 


L 104 ] 
Iwill ſend my Meſſenger and he ſhall pre- 
pare the way before me. R. Kimchi in his 
Comment upon this Paſſage Says alſo, 
This Lord whom ye ſeek, is the King 
Meſſiah, and he is alſo the Angel of the 
Covenant. 

Whereas if the Meſenger or Angel, of the 
Covenant made with Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, 
and David, was to come to this Temple, 
his coming muſt certainly have been before 
that Temple was deſtroyed. Which is ſtill 
further confirmed by a Tradition mentioned 
in the Talmud which I have before quoted 
in my firſt Letter: Where it is ſaid that this 
World is to laſt 6000 Years which are ſub- 
divided into three Periods, two thouſand of 
which are reckoned the Days of Inanity or 
Emptineſs, two thouſand the Days of the 
Law, and two thouſand the Days of the 
Meftiah. Whence it appears that the Me/- 
giah ought to have come when this World 
Vas about four thouſand Years old; and 
about which Time it is certain that the 
ſecond Temple was deſtroyed, the Jews 
driven out of Judæa, diſperſed over the 
Face of the whole Earth, and thereby an 
End 
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End put to the Poſlibility of their Com- 
pliance with the ceremonial Parts of the 
Law of Moſes. All which Conſiderations 
when put together ſeem to have extorted 
the Conſeſſion of ſome of the eminent 
Rabbins in the Talmud; that the Mefsiah 
ought to have been come long ago. For 
thus you may find it mentioned under the 
Head SHanedrim that R. Raf hath ſaid, all 
the appointed Times, i.e. for the coming of 
the Meſ5:12h, are at an End. Upon which 
Account it probably is that the Modern 
Rabbins diſcourage all Enquiries into the 
Scriptures in Relation to the Time of the 
Coming of the Meſiah, and anſwer thoſe 
that are inquiſitive about it, with telling 
them it is a ſecret, or hidden, Thing. 

And here I cannot but remark that it 
hath been often obſerved of the Papiſts, 
that, in their Diſputes with the Proteſtants, 
they are apt to make Objections againſt 
Quotations out of the Scriptures, under Pre- 
tence of their Obſceurity. And why is this? 
But becauſe the Scriptures make againſt 
them. And may we not ſuppole that it is 
for the ſame Reaſon, that the modern Rab- 
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bins diſcourage all Enquiries into the Serip- 
tures concerning the Times predicted for 
the coming of the Meftah, and anſwer the 
Enquirers with Sathum hu? J leave the 
Reply to the DiQates of your own Con- 


ſcience. 


I beſeech you therefore Sir, to conſider 
that, when the firſt Temple, which was 
built by Solomon was deſtroyed by Nebu- 
cadue gar, and it pleaſed God to viſit 
the Jews with a Captivity of ſeventy 
Years duration, the Reaſon aſſigned for it 
is this; * All the Cities of the Prieſts, 
and the People trauſgreſſed very much, 
AFTER ALL THE ABOMINATION OF 
THE HEATHEN, and polluted the Houſe 
of the Lord, which he had hallowed in 
in Jeruſalem. And the Lord God ſent to 
them by the Hands of his Meſſengers, ri- 
ſing up by Times and ſending ; becauſe he 
had Compaſſion on his People, and on his 
Dwelling Place, but THEY MOCKED THR 
Mx&$S$SENGERS OF GoD, AND DESPISED 
His Wok ps, AND MISUSED His PRo- 

3 | PHETS, 


2. Chron. xxxvi. 14, 21, 
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PHETS, until the Wrath of the Lord a- 
roſe againſt his People, and there was no 
Healing, Rc. 

Where it may be obſerved that here are. 
two Reaſons aſſigned for Gods Ditpleaſure 
againſt the Jews at that Time, and that is, 
Firſt, their having tranſgreſſed after the 
Abomination of the Heathen ; and Second- 
ly their having mocked the Meſſengers of 
God, and deſpiſed his Words, and miſuſed 
his Prophets. Whereas the Jews as they 
are far from being Idolaters at preſent, or 
from giving any Encouragement, or even 
Countenance, to Idolatry : So were they 
at the Time of the Deſtruction of the ſe- 
cond Temple by Titus, very far from Tranjſ- 


greſſiug after the Abomination of the 
Heathen, What Reaſon then can be aſ- 


ſigned why their preſent D-folation ſhould 
ſhould be ſo much more grieyous than their 
former one; even a Deſolation that hath 
already continued above ſeventeen hundred 
Years, but this? That they mocked the 
Meſſenger of God, even the Meſſenger of 
the Covenant, a Meſſenger of more emi- 
nent Note than any which had been ſent 
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* 
to them under the firſt Covenant; and 


therefore their Puniſhment is ſo much 
the more grieyous. 

For let us ſuppoſe this Meflenger was 
the Meffiah; if then this Prophet was 
miſuſed, was deſpiſed and rejected, and cut 
off out of the Land, by your Anceſtors, 
becauſe he did not appear in the Form of a 
triumphant Prince and a Conqueror, in all 
the Pomp which worldly-minded Perſons 
had painted him in agreeably to their own 
Imaginations; and then I beſeech you O 
ye Sons of [/-acl to conſider, whether 
your long, whether your tedious Deſola- 
tion is not to be accounted for ? | 
| This is a Subject I do not care to dwell 
upon, my Deſire being to convince not to 
irritate; let us however conſider that if 
theſe Things be evident, if theſe Quota- 
tions which I have produced out of the 
Scriptures and out of the Comments of the 
moſt learned Jews thereon, as well as out 
of the Talmud, be true; whether it doth 
not reſt upon the Jews to ſhew that the 
Meſſiah is already come according to the 
Time fixed by thoſe Prophecies; leaft the 


Sons 
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Sons of Philiſtia ſhould triumph, and 
the Unbelie vers in Revelation ſhould ſay, 
that the Scriptures of the Hebrew Bible 
have no Truth in them ? 

Nothing I think can be more plain than 
that the Scriptures have declared, that the 
Meſ51ah ſhall appear before the Sceptre 
ſhould depart from Judah, as well as be- 
fore the deſtruction of the ſecond Temple: 
But the Sceptre hath manifeſtly departed 
long fince from Judah; and the ſecond 
Temple hath been deftroyed above 1700 
Years ago, and if no Me/514h hath yet ap- 
peared, either in a State of Triumph, or 
of Mortification, how is the Veracity of 
thoſe Prophecies to be vindicated ? 

Lam very ſenſible that it is ſaid in An- 
ſwer rhereto by ſome of the modern Jews, 
that the Promiſes made in thoſe Scriptures 
were only conditional, and that God on ac- 
count of the Wick edneſs of the Jews hath 
put off, and poſtponed the Time of ſending 
the Meſſiah, and deferred it to a further 
Seaſon; fo that although he hath * Viſited 
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their Tranſgreſhions with a Rod: Neverthe® 


leſs that he will not utterly take his Mercy 
from them, nor ſuffer his Faithfullneſs to 


He; but will in the End moſt aſſuredly 
eſtabliſh the Covenant which he made unto 
David. | 
Which Suppoſition, of Gods poſt- 
poning the Time of ſending the Meſſiah, 
might poſlibly haye had ſome Force, had 
it not been attended with two very unfor- 
tunate Circumſtances. One of which is, 
that the Matter of Fact on which it is 
founded is not true; and the other is, that 


if it was true the Conſequence here deduced 
from that Matter of Fact would not follow. 


As to the Matter of Fact, that the Jews 
were ſo much more wicked at or about the 
Time, when Judæa was reduced into the 
form of a Roman Province, that is, when 
the Sceptre departed from Judah, than 
they had been formerly, that God upon 
that account might have poſtponed {ſending . 
the Meſtah, this I fay is not true. Be- 
cauſe it appears from the whole Hiſtory of 


the Hebrew Bible, that thoſe Wicked- 
neſſes for which the Wrath of God was 


incenſed 
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incenſed againſt the Jews as a Nation, 
were their Idolatry, and the ill Treatment 
which the Prophets whom God ſent to re- 
claim them from thence, met with at their 
Hands: Whereas the Jewiſh Church was 
never purer than at the Time of the Macca- 
bes; and for ſome Time before the Re- 
duction of Judæa into the Form of a 
Roman Province, the Jews were no more 
given to Idolatry, than they are at preſent; 
but on the contrary were ſo averſe to any 
thing of that Kind, that when * Herod 
the great for the Entertainment of Cz/ar 
had inſtituted ſome Sports, and built a 
Theatre, he had like to have occaſioned a 
Rebellion only by having ſome Ornaments 
erected, which looked like the Images of 
Men. And as to their Behaviour with Re- 
gard to their Prophets, it is manifeſt that 
after the Death of Malachi, they had no 
Opportunity of uſing them ill, he being 
the laſt Prophet which the preſent Jews 
will acknowledge to have been in 1/-ac! ; 
and therefore the Matter of Fact itſelf, of 
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the great Wickedneſs of the Jews at that 
Time, is not true. 

Bur if it had, the Conſequence to be de- 
duced from thence would not have fol- 
lowed : Becauſe that this was not the kind 
of Rod with which God would have vi- 
fited their Tranſgreſſions, nor the kind of 
Fries with which he would have viſited 
their Iniquities ; ſince it is manifeſt that 
the Meſßiah was not ſent for the ſake of 
the Jews only, but alſo for the fake of 
the Gentiles ; and therefore if the Wicked- 
neſs of the Jews had been extraordinary, 
this ought rather to have promoted than 
retarded his coming : Since the chief End 
for which the Meftah was ſent was to in- 
ſtrut Mankind in their Duty, to * ſpeak 
the Words which the Lord fhould com- 
mand bim; to teach us his Ways, and 
publiſh the Law from Lion, and the Word 
of the Lerd from Jeruſalem; to make an 
Offering for Sin, and to bear our Iniqui- 
ties. And therefore the more wicked the 
Jews were, the more Reaſon there was for 


the 


Deaf. xviii. 18. 
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the coming of the Meſſiah. But as the Be- 
nefit of his coming was not confined to the 
Jews, but was deſigned alſo to extend to 
the Gentiles, that all the Nations of the 
Earth might be bleſſed in him; The 
Wickedneſs of the Jews is therefore a 
further Reaſon, why God ſhould have ex- 
pedited rather than delayed this extraordi- 


nary Bleſſing, that was deſigned for the 
Gentiles. 


And in this Sentiment I am ſupported by 
the Declarations of ſome of the ancient 
Jewiſb Rabbins, whoſe Authority ought 
certainly to outweigh any of the latter 
Rabbins, as being undoubtedly the more 
impartial of the two; For among them it 
is a general Rule, that in the Promiſes of 
Good, as this of ſending the Meſſiah, God 
always abides by his Promiſes: But in his 
Denunciations of Evil, if Men repent, he 
is not ſo ſtrict, but is frequently pleaſed to 
defer the Puniſhment. It is accordingly 
faid in the Talmud, that the coming of the 
Meſſiah might be accelerated, but could not 
be retarded. And to this Purpoſe you 
will find it poſlitively aſſerted under the 

Title 
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Title Shanedrim Section Helec, where R. 
Alexander ſaith, that R. Joſbua the Son 
of Levi, upon thoſe Words of the Pro- 
phet aiab lx. 22. 1 the Lord will haſten 
it in its Time, made this Remark ; I will 


. baſten it, that is, if they deſerve it; but 


if they do not deſerve it, I will do it in 
its Time. And to the fame Purpoſe are 
the Obſervations in the Gloſs on that very 
Text of 1/ai. 1x. 22. So that thoſe Perſons, 
who are not convinced of the divine Au- 
thority of thoſe Revelations which are 
recorded in the eib Scriptures, muſt look 
upon this Suppoſition of the coming of the 
Meſſiah being delayed on Account of the 
Sins of the Jews, as an Evaſion rather than 
an Anſwer. 

If therefore the Jews will not engage 
in this undertaking of defending the Ve- 
racity of the Scriptures of the Hebrew Bi- 
ble, and of ſhewing that the Prophecies 
contained therein, have been truly and ex- 
actly fulfilled according to the determined 
Times, and ſuitable to the manner in which 
they were foretold, I think I muſt : For 
as the Structure of the Chriſtian Faith is 
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built upon the Foundation of the Veracity 
of the Jewiſh Scriptures, it now therefore 
ſeems incumbent upon thoſe, who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, to ſtep forth into 
this Field of Battle, in order to defend 
their own Syſtem; and to ſhew that theſe 
Prophecies, relating to the Mefſtah, were 
not only fulfilled, but were actually ful- 
filled in the Perſon of Jeſus, whom they 
aſſert to be the Meffah, and to have ap- 
peared in the World above 1700 Yeats 
ago, and to have been put to Death by the 


7ews before the Deſtruction of the ſecond 
Temple. 


And J truſt in God it will accordingly 
appear upon Examination, that this e/us 
did anſwer all the Charaſterifticks, which 
are to be found either in the Scriptures, or 
even in the Talmud, concerning the Meſſiah 
in his State of Humiliation, For he came 
before the Sceptre departed from Judah, 
and about 490 Years after the Command- 
ment to reſtore and rebuild Jeruſalem, 


and before the Deſtruction of the ſecond 
Temple. 


He 
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He had no carthly Father, being born 
of a Virgin without the Concurrence of 
Man ; he performed Miracles; he publiſh- 
ed the Law, a new Law, from Zion, and 
the Word of the Lord from Jeruſalem, 
not to the Jews only but alſo to the Gen- 
tiles; he was deſpiſed and rejected of Men; 
he was aſſlicted and oppreſſed, yet he 
opened not his Mouth; he was taken from 
Priſon and from Judgement; and was cut 
off from the Land of the Living; not for 
himſelf, but for the Tranſsreffion of the 
People was he ſtricken, the Roman Go- 
vernour that put him to Death at the earn- 
eſt Sollicitation of the Jews, having de- 
clared that he found in him no Fault at all. 

Nor did Jeſus only anſwer the Deſcrip- 
tions which are given of the Time of the 

coming of the Meſſiah, or of his Purport 
in coming to give a new Law, or of the 
manner ofhis Sufferingsor Death in general; 
but many of the particular Incidents of his 
Life and Paſſion anſwer fo minutely, and ſo 
circumſtantially, to the Predictions, which 
are to be found written in the Law of 


Moſes and the Prophets, and in the 
P/alms 
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P/alms concerning the Meſ51ah, that it ig 
almoſt impoſſible to be deceived in them. 
Thus when the Prophet Zechariah i, 
ſpeaking of the Meſ5iah under the Cha- 
rater ofa King, that ſhall enter into Zion; 
yet what ſort of a King does he deſcribe 
him to be ? Not a triumphant, but a lowly 
one. For ſays he, Ræjoice greatly O 
Daughter of Lion, ſbout O Daughter of 
Jeruſalem ; behold thy King cometh unto 
thee : He is juſt, and having Salvation, 
lowly, and riding upon an Aſs, and upon 
a Colt the Foal of an Aſs. Now as this 
Event is recorded to have happened to 
Jeſus, who is acknowledged both by“ Jews 
and Chriſtians to have once entered into 
Jeruſalem in this very manner; but which 
is not ſo much as mentioned ever to have 
happened to any other King, therefore it 
is to be ſuppoſed that Jeſus is the particu- 
lar Perſon here alluded to in this Prophe- 
cy s eſpecially when we recollect that this 
ſame Jeſus who entered into Jern/alem 
thus riding upon an Aſs, and upon a _ the 
oal 
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9.2 

Foal of an Afs, was there Crucified with 
this particular Inſcription written over him 
in Letters of Latin, and Greek, and Hebrew, 
* This 1s the King of the Jews. 

'The particular manner of his Death was 
alfo foretold, for thus ſays the holy David, 
+ They pierced my Hands and my Feet. 
Now as this never happened to David per- 
ſonally, the Application of this Saying, 
which was fulfilled in J7eſus, muſt be un- 
derſtood of the Mef5iah, who is frequently 


alluded to by David under his own Name, 


and by the reſt of the Prophets under the 
Name and Character of David. And what 
is remarkable is this, that this kind of 
Death, that is Crucifixion, which was in- 
flicted upon Jeſus, was not a Jewiſh but 
2 Roman manner of Puniſhment. And 
hence it appears that the Sceptre was at 
that Time departed from Judah, and of 
Conſequence that Shiloh, or the Meſsiah, 
ought according to rhe Prophecy of Jacob, 
to be already come. 
c 


®* Mat. xxvii. 37. Lnke xxiii. 38. + P/ xxii. 16. 
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It is likewiſe further to be obſerved 
that this Puniſhment of Piercing his Hands 
and his Feet, was not inflicted upon Jeſus 
at his own Requeſt, or at the Suit of his 
Friends, in order to have the Prophecy 
fulfilled, but was ordered by Pontius Pi- 
late the Roman Governor, at the earneſt 
Sollicitation of the Jews who were the 
moſt bitter Enemies of 7efus. 

Again the holy David fays, * He keep- 
eth all his Bones; not one of them is brok- 
en. Which was very remarkably fulfilled 
in Jeſus, when we confider that the other 
two Perſons, who were Crucified at the 


ſame Time with him, had their Bones 
broken in order to haſten their Death. 


And what is very particular in this Cir- 
cumſtance is, that this ſhews that Jeſs was 
that great Sacrifice of which the Paſchal 
Lamb was but a Type and a Figure. Nor 
can it otherwiſe be accounted for why Al- 
mighty God ſhould be fo particular and 
poſitive in giving this Direction to Moſes 

- in 
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in preparing the Paſchal Lamb, as to ſay, 
Neither ſhall ye break a Pone thereof; 
unleſs it was thereby to point out the Me/- 
ſiab when he ſhould be ſent unto them. 

And in another Place the Pſalmiſt pro- 
cecding and ſpeaking in the Spirit concern- 
ing the Meſ51ah ( ſaith, They part my Gar- 
ments among them, and caſt Lots upon my 
Veſture. Which Particularity, infignificant 
as it is, is yet of great Moment to ſhew that 
in the fullfilling of this Prophecy neither 
Jefus nor his Friends could have any ſhare 
in the Contrivance, which was entirely 
owing to the Determination of the Roman 
Soldiery among themſelves. 

The Prophet 1/aiah alſo when Speaking 
of the Me ab faith, || He made his Grave 
with the Wicked and with the Rich in his 
Death. Or to tranſlate it literally, He gave 
the Wicked his Burial and with the Rich 
in his Deaths. So that if it be not allowed 
that, according to the firſt Method of tranſ- 
lation, this Prophecy ſhould allude to the 
Crucifixion of Jeſus between two Theives, 


and 


+ Exod xii. 46. Num. ix. 12. $ Ef xxii. 18. Lat. 
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and thereby making his Grave with the 
Wicked : Yet it cannot be denied that the 
whole paſſage muſt allude to his being in- 
tombed in the Vault belonging to Joſeph of 
Arimathæa, which was ſealed up, and 
watched by Roman Soldiers, at the Re- 
queſt of thoſe Jews, who had ſollicited his 
Crucifixion; by which Means he literally 
gave the Wicked his Burial with the rich 
at his Death. 

But as it may be Objected that theſe 
Matters of Fact, which are Aſſerted of 
Jeſus by the Chriſtian Writers, are not 
true; it therefore reſts upon the Chriſtians 
to prove theſe Matters of Fact really to 
have been ſuch as they are reported. 

As to the Matter of Fact that there was 
ſuch a Perſon as Jeſus, who lived in Judæa 
not very long before the Deſtruction of the 
ſecond Temple, who performed ſeveral 
Miracles, and was put to Death by the 
Jews for pretending to be the M:ſ5iah; 
this I fay, there will be very little Occaſion 
for my attempting to prove with Regard 
to the Jews; becauſe it is acknowledged by 
the Jews themſelves, not only in the Tal- 
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mud, that there was ſuch a Perſon about 
that Time; but alſo in a Treatiſe which is 
in repute among the Jews, and is entitled 
Sepher Toldoth Jeſbu, that is, The Book of 
the Generation of Jeſus, or the Hiſtory of 
the Life of Jeſus. Which Book was writ- 
ten expreſly with a Deſign to villify his 
Character, and ſet forth the Hiſtory of his 
Life and Actions in the moſt unfayoura- 
ble Light that was poſſible. | 

Now in this Book it is nevertheleſs 
acknowledged that Jeſus was born at 
Bethlehem; that he was born of a young 
Woman whoſe Name was Mary, who was 
with Child of Jeſus before ever ſhe and 
her Husband, to whom ſhe was betrothed, 
came together; that, when he grew up, ſe- 
veral Miracles were performed not only by 
himſelf, but alſo by bis Diſciples in his 
Name; that thoſe Miracles were of an ex- 
traordinary Nature, and conſiſted not only 
in feeding a great Multitude with a few 
Fiſhes, and in curing the Leproſy by a 
Word of his Mouth, but alſo in bringing 
the dead back again toLife; that he entered 
Jeruſalem riding on an Afs; that he was 
be- 
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betrayed into the Hands of the high Prieſts 
by. one Judas; that he was ſcourged; that 
he had 4 Crown of Thorns put upon his 
Head; that he was at laſt Crucified on the 
Day of the Preparation for the Paſſover: 
And that after his Death twelve of his Diſ- 
ciples went Abroad preaching theſe Things 
all over the World. 

And indeed I cannot help taking Notice 
of one particularlity that is mentioned of 
Simon Peter, who is {aid to be one of theſe 
twelve Diſciples; which is, that this mon 
Peter went about doing the ſame Kind of 
Wonders which his Maſter had done be- 
fore; and among other things publiſhed e- 
very where, that he was ſent by Jeſus to 
declare that the Obligation to the ceremon- 
ial Laws of Moſes was diſſol ved, according 
to the Prophecy of 1/aiah, where he faith, 
* Bring me uo more vain Oblations, In- 
cenſe is an Abommation to me, the New 
Moons and Sabbaths, the calling of Aſſem- 
Blies, I caunet away with; it is Iuiquity 
even the ſolemn Meeting. Tour New Moons, 
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and your appointed Feaſts, my Soul hateth; 
they are aTrouble to me, lam weary to bear 
them: And again according to the Prophet 
Hoſea, when he faith, “ ye are not my Peo- 
Ple: And that he alſo declared, that it was in 
the Power of Jeſus to have extirpated the 
whole Race of unbelieving Jews from off 
the Face of the Earth; but that be choſe 
to continue them, in a State of Diſperſion 
and Affliction, as living Witneſſes and 
Memorials of that Crucifixion which he 
had ſubmitted to for the Redemption of 
Mankind. | 

But then, in Order to invalidate the 
Force of this Teſtimony in Evidence of 
Jeſus being the Meſtah, theſe ſame Books 
ſpeak of this Jeſus as living during the 
Reign of Alexander Jannæus the Son of 
Hircanus; which, being about an hundred 
Years before the real Time of his Birth, 
would prevent the Prophecy of Daniel, 
which foretold that the coming of the 
Mefsiah ſhould be in ſeventy Weeks after 
the Commandment went forth to build the 


ſecond 
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ſecond Temple, from being applied to him. 
This Book likewiſe ſays that Mary the 
Mother of Jeſus was gotten with Child by 
natural Means, being deceived by the con- 
trivance of her Mother, who brought one 
Joſeph to her Bed inſtead of her betrothed 
Husband, upon which her real Husband 
fled to Babylon. Which part of the Hiſtory 
confutes it ſelf, for can it be ſuppoſed that 
a young Woman of age ſufficient for Mar- 
riage, whoſe Innocence, whoſe Modeſty, her 
Enemies are far from impeaching, but rather 
ſpeak in Praiſe of, ſhould yet be fo re- 
gardleſs of the Perſon of the Man to 
whom ſhe was betrothed, as not to know 
him again when ſhe ſaw him; or that ſhe 
would be ſo careleſs even of her own Per- 
ſon, as not to be ſure that the Man, whom 
ſhe admitted to her Embraces, was the Per- 
ſon to whom ſhe was betrothed? it ſeems 
to me indeed abſurd to ſuppoſe it. 

But whateffectually diſcovers the Falſe- 
hood of this Part of the Story is that Cir- 
cumftance in the Narration, which menti- 
ons that her real Husband, inſtead of proſe- 
cuting either her, her Mother, or her Para- 


1 mour 


cc — — — 


„ 


„„ 


26 

mour, quitted the Country and went out of 
ſhame to Babylon. And now I appeal to 
the ingenuous Reader whether he can 
think this to be credible; that in thoſe 
Days of Jealouſy and of eaſy Divorce, a 
Perſon injured in fo tender a Point, and 
where the Fact was notorious and needed 
ſolittleProof, ſhould rather fly hisCountry, 
than do himſelf Juſtice in a legal Way? 
'This Part of the Story however though 
manifeſtly falſe as to the main of it, con- 
firms that Part ofthe Hiſtory of Je/as, as 


related by the Chriſtians, which ſpeaks of 


his being born of a betrothed Virgin, before 
ſhe and her Spouſe ever came together, 
for which ſhe was never proſecuted. Which 
in thoſe Days, when Adultery was fo high- 
ly reſented, and ſo ſeverly puniſhed, can 
hardly be accounted for by natural means. 

As to the Miracles which Je/as is faid to 
have performed, in order to take off the 
Effect of their Evidence, they are in the 
Talmud ſaid to be done by the Power of 
Art Magick. And in the Sher Toldoth Je- 
ſbu his Method of acquiring this Magical 
Art is attributed to one of the ſtrangeſt 


Devices 
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Devices that ever entered into the Head of 
Man to invent; the bare Narration of 
which muſt I think carry its own Confuta- 
tion along with it. For fay they, theſe. 
Miracles were performed by his having 
learned the Name Schembamepheras. The 
Letters of which who ever learns may do 
whateyerMiracles he pleaſeth. Which Name 
it ſeems, they ſay, was written on the Stone 
which ſupported the Ark in the Sanctuary 
of the firſt Temple ; and to defend which 
Name from being known for the Future, 
the Jewiſh Rabbins had prepared, by. 
Virtue of pronouncing the ſame Name, 
two Lions of Braſs, at the building of the 
ſecond Temple, which they placed on two 
Columns over againſt the Door of the 
Sanctuary; ſo that whenever any one en- 
tered and had learned the Letters of the 
aforeſaid Word, thoſe Lions ſet up ſuch a 
horrible Roar that being ſtruck with the 
Terror thereof the Perſon, who had learned 
the Name, always forgot both the Word 
and the Letters. But that Ze/irs of Nazareth 
having entered, and learned the Name, 
wrote down the Letters ina piece of Parch- 

I 4 ment, 
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ment, which he ſowed up in his Thigh be- 
fore he came out; ſo that when he returned, 
though he was ſo frighted by the Roar of 
the Lions that he had forgotten the Name, 
yet upon his going home, having opened 
his Thigh, he then learned the Word a freſh 
which he had forgotten: by the Virtue of 
which he was enabled to perform all thoſe 
wonderful Works which are related of him. 

I think it would be trifling with my 
Readers Time to make any Remarks upon 
this abſurd Piece of Hiſtory ; which what- 
ever Effect it might have had in the former 
Days of Ignorance and Credulity; I am 
perſwaded will make no Impreſſion at pre- 
ſent on the Mind of any one, who has the 
leaſt Tincture of Learning, or even the 
leaſt Knowledge of the World, to the Pre- 
judice of the Divine Authority of thoſe 
Miracles, which theſe Authors allow were 
actually performed by Jeſus of Nazareth. 
The Acknowledgment of which, by Per- 
ſons prejudiced againſt him, eſtabliſhes the 
Matter of Fact, of their having been per- 
formed, upon ſuch a Footing, as to leave 
no Room for doubting the Truth of it. 


But 
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But that the Proof, of Jeſus of Naza- 
reth's being the Meſſiah, may not depend 
upon ſuch flight Evidence as this Book 
here referred to, I ſhall therefore proceed 
to ſhew, that all thoſe Matters of Fact, 
which are reported of him by thoſe who 
call themſelyes Chriſtians, are really true. 

Now as in all our Dealings between 
Man and Man when we want to be certified 
of the Truth of any Matter of Fact, of 
which, either on account of the Diſtance of 
Time or Place, we are incapable of being 
fatisfied by the Evidence of our own Senſ- 
es, we are neceſſarily obliged to have re- 
courſe to the Teſtimony of others; ſo of 
Conſequence in the Caſe now before us, we 
muſt apply for our Satiſfaction to the Teſ- 
timony of others; according to the Degrees 
of which, we ſhall be obliged in Reaſon 
either to reſtrain, or to yeild our Aﬀent. 

And as no Perſon ought to expect a 
greater Degree of Belief to be given to his 
Teſtimony, than the Nature of the Evi- 
dence demands; ſo ought no reaſonable 
Man ever to require any more, or other 
Kind of Proof to be given for any "_— 
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of Fact, than the Nature of the Thing 
will bear. Ped 

Where the Proof of a Matter of Fact 
depends upon Teſtimony, the higheſtDegree 
of Proof, that can be given, hath been reduced 
by one of the ftricteſt * Reaſoners of the 
laſt Age to the Conſideration of theſe Six 
Particulars. Firſt, the Number of the Wit- 
neſſes. Secondly, their Integrity. Third- 
ty, their Skill. Fourthly, the Deſign of the 
Author, where it is a Teſtimony out of a 
Book cited. Fifthly, the Conſiſtency of the 
Parts, and Circumſtances of the Relation. 
And Sixthly, Contrary Teſtimonies. I 
think therefore we cannot poſſibly take a 
fairer Method in the Proof of thoſe Matters 
of Fact, which we want to evince, than by 
producing our Evidence, and trying it ac- 
cording to the Rules here preſcribed. 

(1) Firſt then as to the Number of our 
Witneſſes which though tolerably large, if 
we were to bring in the Epiſtles which 
were written by the Apoſtles of Jeſus to 
their ſeveral Churches, yet for Brevity 
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ſake we ſhall inſiſt only upon Four Wit-- 
neſſes, as being a ſufficient Number for eſta- 
bliſhing of Truth. Two of which were 
the Eye Witneſſes and Companions of the 
Life of 7e/us; and the other two were con- 
temporarys therewith, and had their Ac- 
counts from thoſe who were Eye Wit- 
neſſes. All which four have left the Hiſtory 
of the Life and Converſation of Jeſus in 
Writing behind them. The Names of 
theſe four Hiſtorians, who were all Jews, 

are Mathew, Mark, Luke and John. 
Mathew was a Publican, that is, one 
who received the Cuſtoms, or Tribute, that 
was at this Time paid by the Jews to the 
Romans; which was no adyantagious Part 
of his Characrer, thoſe who undertook that 
Employment being rendered thereby yery 
odious to the reſt of the eus. His Hebrew 
Name was“ Levi the Son Alpheus, who hav- 
ing followed Jeſus, and having been an 
Eye Witneſs of the Miracles which he 
performed, and being thereby convinced 
that he was the Meftah, wrote an ? Ac- 
count 


* Mt. ix, 9, 11. Mark ii. 14. Lale v. 27. Euſeb. 
Eccleſ L. iii. C. 24. 
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count thereof for the Uſe of the Inhabi- 
tants of Paleſtine. Which Account having 
been written in the Hebrew, or rather Sy- 
riack Tongue in the Hebrew, or Chaldee 
Character, was ſoon tranſlated into Greek 
for the Uſe of thoſe who did not under- 
ſtand the other Language; which is the 
Copy that is now come to our Hands. 

Mark was a Diſciple, and Auditor, and 
Companion of Peter, who was one of the 
Apoſtles, and moſt early Diſciples of Jeſus; 
and is acknowledged as ſuch in that Book, 
which I haye before mentioned, entitled 
Sepher Toldos Jeſbu. 

Luke was in the ſame Circumſtance with 
Mark, not an Eye-Witneſs himſelf, but 
having converſed with thoſe that were, he 
wrote an Hiſtory of the Life and Tranſac- 
tions of Jeſus for the uſe of one Theophilus, 
as he himſelf informs us in the Introduction 
to his Hiſtory, in this manner; For as 
much as many have taken in Hand to ſet 
forth in Order a Declaration of thoſe 
Things which are moſt ſurely believed a- 
mong us ; even as they delivered them un- 
to us, which from the Beginning were 

He- 
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Eye-Witneſſes, and Miniſters of the Word: 
It ſeemed good to me alſo, having had per- 
fect Underſtanding of all Things xxo 
THE VERY FIRST, to write unto thee in 
order, moſt excellent Theophilus, that 
thou mayeſi know the Certainty of thoſe 
Things wherein thou haſt been inſtructed. 
The Words here rendered from the 
very firſt, are in the original expreſſed by 
the Word A , which may very fairly 
and honeftly be tranſlated from above ac- 
cording to its literal Signification, which 
would give his Teſtimony ftill greater 
Weight; but to avoid Diſputes, I have 
quoted the Words of St. Lute according, 
to the vulgar Tranſlation ; and will ſup- 
poſe his Teſtimony to have no other Force 
than that of an inquiſitive Reporter of 
what he had heard: Though if the whole 
Paragraph here quoted be rightly confider- 
ed, the Strength of his Argument for 
writing toTheophilus, upon a Subje& which 
had been handled by others according to 
the Report of thoſe which from the Be- 
ginning were Eye-Witneſſes, and Miniſt- 
ers of the Word, muſt depend upon this, 
that 
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that he had a ſtronger Affurance of the 
Truth of what he reports, than barely 
hearfay Evidence ; having alfo been con- 
firmed of the Truth thereof by Inſpira- 
tion from Above. 

Luke was a Phyſician by Profeſſion, 
and of Confequence a Man of Letters; and 
being one of the many who expected the 
coming of the Meſtiah about that Time; 
if we fuppoſe that he was only attentive 
to the Accounts which he heard of the 
Miracles of Jeſus from the very firſt; and 
though no Eye-Witneſs himſelf, yet having 
taken his Information from thoſe that were, 
muſt be allowed to be a good corrobora- 
ting Evidence. Which alſo probably was 
the Cafe of Mark, who though he does 
not mention it, yet it is very likely that he 
was alſo attentiye to thoſe Things from the 
Very firſt ; 

John was the fayourite Diſciple of 7e- 
ſus, and having lived to a great Age, was 
preſſed by his Friends, to ſet down be- 
fore his Death, an Account in Writing of 

| the 
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the Hiſtory of Jeſus; upon which having 
reviſed thoſe Accounts which had been writ. 
ten by the three aforementioned Perſons, he 
ſet down thoſe Particulars of Moment 
which had been omitted by them. So that 
two of our Witneſſes being Eye-Witneſſes, 
and the other two having been' attentive 
Enquirers from the very firſt into thoſe 
Matters of Fa& which they relate as told 
them by other Eye-Witneſſes, there can 
be no Obje& ion made to the Number of 
our Witneſſes; ſince, if theſe two laſt 
mentioned ſhould be rejected, there would 
ſtill remain two, who were themſelves 
 Eye-Witneſles, and according to the ſ Law 
of Moſes, as well as the ſubſequent Prac- 
tice of all Nations, two Witneſſes are ſuf- 
ficient to eftabliſh the Truth of any Matter. 

(2) We muft now therefore proceed in 
the ſecond Place to conſider the Integrity 
of the Witneſſes ; for though their Num- 
bers were never ſo great, if there is Reaſon 
to ſuſpe& their Integrity, the Degree of 
Aſſent which we are to yield to their Aſ- 
ſertions, 
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ſertions, ought certainly to be regulated 
thereby. Now the Integrity of theſe 
Witneſſes will appear, if we do but conſi- 
der, in the firſt Place, the artleſs and un- 
diſguiſed manner in which their Narrations 
are related ; ſo as not to conceal the Fail- 
ings and Infirmities either of themſelves, or 
of their beſt Friends. Thus it is fairly ac- 
knowledged that Matthew was a Publican; 
nor is there the leaſt Diſguiſe thrown over 
the Ambition of the Sons of Zebedee ; the 
Diffidence of Thomas; or the Backſlidings 
of Peter, and the Timidity of the reſt of 
the Apoſtles of Jeſus; all which are ſet 
forth in the ſtrongeſt Light. And what 
gives no ſmall Proof of their Integrity is 
the Conſideration, that although theſe four 
Witneſſes agree in their Evidence, with 
Regard to the principal Matters of Fact, 
they yet diſagree ſo much in the manner 
of their Narration, as to remove all Suſpi- | 
cion of any Colluſion among them. 
But what proves their Integrity beyond 
all manner of Diſpute i is, that they could 
have no Intereſt in publiſhing theſe Mat- 
ters of Fact, but barelytheLoye of Truth; 
| and 
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and the diſtant Ex pectation of a future Re- 
ward in another World. For as to this 
World, they muſt have given that up from 
the Moment that Jeſus declared in the 
Face of the whole Jewiſh People, at the 
Time of his Trial, that his Kingdom was 
not of this World. 

But after his Death there could he no 
Hopes at all left, whatever Hopes they 
might have had till then, of any worldly 
Profit in being a Diſciple of Jens. For 
then daily Experience conyinced them of 
the Truth of what Jeſus had in his Life 
Time often declared unto them, that they 
ſhould be as Þ Lambs and Sheep in the 
midſt, of Wolves ; That they ſhould not 
eſcape better than their Maſter ; but that 
as his Enemies had perſecuted him, 
ſo ſbould they { perſecute his Diſciples 
alſo : That they ſhould be put out of the 
Synagogues, nay, || the Time cometh, ſaid 
he, when whoſoever killeth you will think 
that he doeth God Service. W hich Sayings 
were Probably verified in the particular 

Caſe 
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Caſe of every one of theſe four Hiſtorians; 
who certainly ſubjected themſelves to Ig- 
nominy, Reproach and Perſecution for the 
fake of that Doctrine, which they publiſh- 
ed to the World: And two of them un- 
doubtedly ſuffered Death rather than re- 
tract that truth, which they had ſo pub- 
lickly declared. So that after this there is no 
Room left to doubt of the Integrity of 
theſe Witneſſes; ſince the ſuffering of 
Death, or even Perſecution, in Juſtification 
of ones Opinion, whether true or falſe, is 
the ſtrongeſt Proof which it is poſſible for 
any Man to give of his Integrity at leaſt. 

(3) But as it may be urged, that a Mans 
Honeſty is no Proof of his Ability; and 
that theſe poor well meaning Men may 
have beendeceived; therefore it will be ne- 
ceflary in the Third Place to conſider the 
Skill of our Witueſſes. And here it muſt 
be acknowledged that it does not appear, 
that theſe Perſons were bred up to any 
great ſhare of Literature, if we except St. 
Luke who was a Phyſician: But then it is 
to be obſerved on the other hand, that the 


Evidence to which their Teſtimony is pro- 
duced 


| [ 139 ] 
duced requires no great Skill, either in 
judging of, or in the Narration. Whereas 
the Simplicity of their Lives and Conver- 
ſations, as it renders them the freer from all 
Suſpicion of attempting to impoſe upon their 
Readers; ſo does it make their Evidence the 
more credible; provided they had but &i 
enough to prevent being impoſed upon 
themſelves, in the Things which they re- 
late. Now as the Hiſtory which they haye 
written conſiſts only in reporting certain 
Matters of Fact, which they ſaw and heard, 
every Man, that has but Eyes and Ears and 
common Senſe, has Skill enough to be a 
Judge of ſuch kind of Things. They tell 


you the Facts that 7eſus did. They tell 


you the Words that he Spoke. The Conſe- 
quence to be deduced from thence, belongs 
to the Reader as well as to them. 

They tell you that he was born at Beth- 
lehem, and that he lived at Nagareth, and 
that he went about, during the laſt three 
Years and a half of his Life, doing certain 


Works which appeared to them to be mir- 


aculous; and that Jeſus argued from 
thence to prove the Divinity of his Miſ- 
K 2 ſion: 
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fon: But it is the Readers Buſineſs to judge 
whether that Argument be concluſive. 
They tell you what thoſe Works were: 
Feeding thouſands of People with. two 
Loaves of Bread, and a few {mall Fiſhes; 
healing the Sick in an Inſtant; curing the 
Leprous; the Blind ; the Deaf; and the 
Lame; And what is more than all, bringing 
the Dead back again to Life; not only af- 
ter they had been dead ſome Hours, but 
ſome Days; One when he was actually 
carrying upon the Biar to the Grave; and 
another after he had been ſome Days in the 
Grave. They tell you that he entered into 
Jeruſalem riding upon an Aſs ; that he was 
betrayed by one 7udas in the Reign of the 
Roman Emperor Tiberius; that he was or- 
dered to be Crucified by the Roman Goy- 
ernor Pontius Pilate at the earneſt Sollici- 
tation of the eus; and that he was buried 
in the Tomb belonging to one Joſeph of 
Arimathæa; that he roſe from thence on 
the third Day, and was ſeen and felt by his 
Diſciples, and converſed frequently with 
them for 40 Days after warddes. 
ert | Now 
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Now it requires no great Skill in any 
w itneſs to be a Judge of all theſe kind of 
things, and and to tell whether a Man be 
blind, or has his Eyeſight ; whether he be 
leprous or clean; alive or dead: And with 4 
very ſmall Degree of Attention, any Perſon 
with the meaneft Abilities hath Skill ſuf- 
cient to judge, whether theſe wonderfull 
Cures were done according to the ordinary 
Rules of Phyſick, or were effected in a 
Moment, by a Touch of the Hand, or even 
by the Speaking of a Word, So that with 
Regard to ſuch Tranſactions as theſe, no 
Objection can lie againſt the Skill of theſe 
Witneſſes. 

| (4) Hence we come in the Fourth Place 
to conſider the Deſign of theſe Authors. 
W hich certainly could not be bad ; as the 
whole Purport of the Religion which they 
inculcate is evidently calculated to. recom- 
mend Piety towards God, and good Will 
towards Man. Nor is it credible that theſe 
Books could have been written with an 
evil Deſign of impoſing on the World, 
when we conſider that the Authors could 


be no Gainers by ſuch an Impoſture. When 
| K 3 the 
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the Chriſtian Religion began to be coun- 
tenanced by Princes and Potentates, and had 
once gotten ſome Footing in the World, 
Intereſt, or Vanity, or a miſguided Zeal, 
might have excited ſome weak Men to the 
Practice of pious Frauds in privately com- 
poſing ſome Books to propagate their own 
Opinions, But this is not the Caſe of the 
Authors now before us, who publickly 
avowed their own Works, and at a Time 
when they could have no View either of 
worldly Profit or Praiſe. Nor is it reaſona- 
ble to think that had they known the 
Chriſtian Religion to have been falſe, their 
Zeal would eyer have allowed them to pro- 
ceed ſo far in the Cheat, as to be real Suf- 
ferers themſelves, only that others might 
be the Gainers. Nor would they 
have endured Perſceution rather than re- 
tract, or ſuffer Death rather than deny, the 
Truth of what they aſſerted. And when we 
conſider that the general Purport of theſe 


Books is to recommend the Practice of Vir- 
rue and Goodneſs and the Love of Truth, 


we may be ſure that real Falſehood would 
never take Pains to bring about theſe Pur- 


poſes; 
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poſes; ſince whatever Guiſe it may u- 
ſume, and put outwardly upon itſelf, ſome- 
thing very different from all theſe would 


lye hid underneath; and that, let the Pre- 
tences be never fo ſpecious ſomethirg of 


Worldly Intereſt would be couched at the 
Bottom. Whereas theſe Authors, who 


wrote the Hiftory of a Perſon after he was 
dead, whom they acknowledge and declare 
to have been ignominiouſly crucified, muſt. 

be acquitted from having any ſuch Deſi Zu. 
) So that we may proceed in the Fifth 


Place, to conſider the Conſiſtency of the 
Parts, and the Circumſtances of the Re- 
lation. Which will bear but very little 
Controverſy; ſince whoeyer will give 
himſelf the Trouble of reading theſe four 


Authors will ſee one general Scheme carried 


on through each of them; wherein they 


give us a ſhort account of the Life of Jeſus, 


from his Birth to the Time of his Aſcen- 
fion into Heaven. In which they are not 
only ſo conſiſtent with themſelves, but 
alſo with each other, as to produce a won- 
derfull and ſurprizing Harmony, whenever 
they are compared together: though they 

K 4 were 
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were written at different Times, and in 
very different Parts of the World. And. 
whoever compares them will find a ſuffi- 
cient Difference in the circumſtantial Parts 
of the Narration, though not in the mate- 
rial, to prevent the Suſpicion of the leaſt 
poſlibility of Combination; as the few 
Places and ſmall Circumſtances, which 
at firſt view ſeem to diſagree, are of 
ſuchNature that they either admit an * 
Reconciliation, or muſt be aſcribed to a! 
Miſtake in the Tranſcribers of the Copies, 

To which it may further; be added, that 
theſe Books have been handed down, as 
thoſe of the Old Teſtament were from Fa- 
ther to Son; with this Difference, that the 
Chriſtians were not of one Nation, as the 
Jews were, and thercfore the leſs likely 
to enter into any combination or Colluſion, 
either in the Compoſition or Communica- 
tion of them; And that they were never 
entirely miſſing, but that we can trace 
them back directly to the Fountain Head. 

And indeed there is one Circumſtance 
attending theſe Hiſtories to the Veracity 
of which the Jews themfely es, as well as 

the 


„„ 
the City of Jeruſalem, are a ſtanding and 
a living Evidence; which is, that they 
contain a Prophecy relating to the * Diſ- 
perſion of the Jews, and the Deftrudtion of 
theTemple, which continues daily to be ful- 
filled. The Force of which was attem 
to be eluded by the Emperor Julian, who. 
employed the Power of the Roman Ems 
pire in endeavouring to rebuild the Tem- 
ple, and replace the Jews in their own 
Land; but was defeated of his Purpoſes, 
by the viſible but ſupernatural Eruption of 
Globes of Fire through the Foundations 
of the Temple, which never ceaſed ſcat» 
tering Deſtruction about them, till the un- 
dertakers deſiſted from their Attempt. 
Which is a Matter of Fact, in which all 
' Hiſtorians who mention thoſe Times and 
Tranſactions, whether Chriſtian, Jewiſh, 
or Heathen, unanimouſly agree in. 

(6) Having thus conſidered the Conſiſten- 
cy of the Parts, and the Circumſtances of the 
Hiſtory of the Life of Jefus, as related 
by the four Evangeliſts, we come now = 


® Mat. xxiv. 1. 2, 15. Mart xiii, 2, 14. Luk, xix 
14. 43, 44 XX. 24. 
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1 Sixth, and laſt Criterion, by which the 
ruth of this Hiſtory is to be tried, which 
is the Contrary Teſtimonies. And under 
tis Head I am ſure it does not yet . 
that any have ever been produced, which. 
vill i in the leaſt invalidate their Teſtimony. 
" Whereas if the Ad verſaries of Chriſtia- 
nity. who lived at that Time, when: the 
Goſpels were written, had not been ſure, 
that thoſe things were really trueas they are 
ſet. down, we may, be certain that, as they 
inted not Abilities, ſo neither would they 
Eve wanted Inclinations to have expoſed 
them. . 

Hut. if the Evidence. of thoſe. Ferſons 
who were bred. up in a contrary opinion, 
and continued to-be Adverſaries to Chriſtia- 
nity . till they were advanced in Years, 
though afterwards convinced of their 
Errors, may be comprehended- under the 
Character of contrary. Teſtimony; then 
ſome of the ſtrongeſt Proofs, which are to 
be produced for the Corroborating and con- 
firming of the Truth of the Hiſtory, as 
related by theſe four Evangeliſts, are of this 
| Kind; For of this Sort were all the early 
Conyerts 
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Converts to Chriſtianity: But in particulde | 
Paul of Tarfus;, who was at firſt not only 
not a Friend to Chriſtianity, but a bittet 
Enemy to it; perſecuting the Church and 
binding ted delivering into Priſon both 
Mun and Women: Whoſe Epiſtles are 
come down to our Hands, giving an Ac- 
count of his Converſion, and the Hiſto 
of the principal Part of whoſe Life is like- 
wiſe ſtill extant, in the Book entitled, the 
Ads of the Apoſtles, written by his Com- 


Panion Luke, who is one of the four 
Evangeliſts. | 


But if under the Head of contrary Tar. 
timonies thoſe only are to be comprehend- 
ed, who lived and died of a co 
Perfwaſion: ; we have great Reaſon to la- 
ment the Loſs of that Account, which 
Pontius Pilate fent to Tiberius Ceſar, the 


then Roman Emperor, of the Tranſactiom 


which paffed during his Government of 
Judæa. For that Jeſus was therein men- 
tioned in an extraordinary manner we have 
great Reaſon to believe from the Works of 
Juſtin Martyr, who lived about 100 Years 
after the Death of Je/#s; and who, in his 


Apology 
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Apology for the Chriſtian Religion, which 
| he dedicated to the Emperor Antoninus, 
to the Cxſars his Sons, and to the whole 
Senate and People of Rome, and which he 
delivered in, being then an Inhabitant of 
that City himſelf, appealed to this Re- 
cord for the Truth of what he affirmed in 
Favour of Jeſus. The Works however 
of Tacitus, Suetonius, and Dion Caſſius, all 
Heathen Writers, are come down to our 
Hands, and they confirm that Circumſtance 
mentioned by the four Evangeliſts of an 
Order being iſſued from Auguſtus Cæſar 
that the whole Empire ſhould be taxed. 
And + Tacitus particularly mentions, that 
in the Reign of Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was Governor of Judæa, Jeſus 
was brought in Judgment before him con- 
demned and Crucified. And both || he and 
F Suetonius mention the current“ Report 
then prevalent, that ſome Perſon coming 
out of Judea ſhould obtain the Domi- 
nion of the Earth. Which though they 


apply 
© '* Fuſeb. Tecleſ. Hiſt. L. iv. C. xi. xii, + Tacit. An- 


nal. L. xv. S xliv. | Tacit. Hilt, L. v. 115 Suet. L. vir. 
* . Perereburrat Rumor. 
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apply wrongly to the then reigning Ro- 
man Emperors, who had been in Judæa, is 
an undoubted Proof however that there 
was a general Expectation, which preyail- 
ed about that Time, of fome extraordinary 
Perſon arifing in Judæa. And whence 
ſhould this Report ariſe? But from the 
Prophetick Writings of the Jews, which 
gave them ExpeQations of the coming of 
their Meſſiah about that Time, whom 
they, as well as the aforementioned Hiſto- 
rians, falſely underſtood to be a temporal 
Prince, and a triumphant worldly Hero. 

And I think I may venture to affirm, 
that where any Heathen Writers have men- 
tioned any of the Particulars which are re- 
corded by the four Evangeliſts, inſtead of 
contradicting them, they always confirm 
their Teſtimony: And for the Truth of 
this I will venture to appeal even to your 
own Hiſtorian, the famous Joſephus. 

But it is not to be wondered at, if many 
Inſtances are not to be produced of this Na- 
ture; Firſt, becauſe there were few or no 
Hiſtorians who lived in Judæa, where 
theſe Tranſactions happened. And Second- 


ly, 
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ly, becauſe the Actions performed by Jo- 
uu are not ſuch, as ate the proper Subjects 
of Hiſtory ; which concerns itſelf more 
with Politicks, than Religion. But where 
the Subject of any of the prophane Hiſto- 
mans 'hath led them to treat about thoſe 
Affairs which referred ro the Hiſtory of 
Jojus, there we always find a remarkable 
Confirmation of the Veracity of theſe four 
Evangeliſts, without any one Inſtance that 
I have ever yet heard of to the 3 

Even Celfus, Julian, Forphyry, and 
Hieractes, who were all not only Pagans, 
but proſeſſed Enemies of Chriſtianity, ac- 
knowledge the Matters of Fact, and allow 
the Miracles recorded of Tefus to have 
been performed ; but only deny them to 
have been done by the Power of God, and 
aſcribe them to the Power of Art-Mag ic: 
As alſo does the * Hiſtory of the Lifs of 
Feſus before meutined, which was written 
by a profeſſed Jew. And ſurely the Teſ- 
timony of the Jews themſelves muſt be al- 
lowed to be of no ſmall Weight in this Af- 
; | fair. 


® Sepher Toldoth Jecbu. 
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fair. Eſpecially when we confider that ac as 
cording to their own + Traditions one of 
the characteriſtical Marks, whereby the Me- 
frahis to be known, i is the Power which he 
ſhall exercife in the Performance of Mira · 
cles, which Miracles, ſays the Tradition, 
ſhall by the Ungodly of thoſe Days be 
attributed not to the Hand of God, butths 
Power of Art-Magick. 

And thus haying gone through the Six 
Criterions, which are fixed by Mr. Zeck, 
as ſufficient Teſts for aſcertaining and eſta» 
bliſhing the Degrees of Probability: And 
having ſhewed, that the Number of out 
Witneſſes is ſuch, as hath been thought 
ſufficient in all Ages to determine our Aſ- 
ſent, even in the Courts of Judicature 
that their haying ſuffered Perſecution and 
Death rather than retra& their Aſſertions, 
is a ſufficient Proof of their Integrity ; 
that they had Sill equal to their Under- 
taking, which was only to relate Matters 
of Fact; that the Deſign of theſe Authors 
could not be to deceive, as there was no 


Poſſi⸗ 


+ See Page 37. 
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Poſſibility of their gaining any Thing there- 
by; that the Parts,as well as Circumſtances 
of their Relation, were all conſiſtent to- 


gether, and concurred in carrying on the 
| general Scheme of a Meſſiah; and that no 


contrary Teſtimonies can be produced, but 
what rather tend to prove that Jeſus was 
that Me/iah; I think we may in the 


Words of Mr. Lock, alſo affert, that 


« where all theſe concurr in the Proof of 
« any one Thing, there Probability upon 
6c ſuch Grounds carries ſo much Evidence 
ce with it, that it naturally determines the 
« Judgment, and leaves us as little Liberty 
« to believe or disbelieve, as a Demonſtra- 
& tion does whether we will know, or 
0 be ignorant. | 

So that the only Difficulty which 2 
to remain is this; which muſt indeed be ac- 
know ledged as a Thing at firſt Sight to be 
wondered at, that if theſe Things are true, 
and that they are true I think can hardly be 
doubted, how it comes to paſs that the 


Jews, who were perpetually looking into 


N and 


* [24 of Hum. Und. L. iv. C. xvi. 
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and ſearching, the prophetical Writings ; 
5 who were at the Time of the coming 

of Jeſus, F waiting for Redemption in 
Jeruſalem; and we'e then in full Expec- 
tation of the coming of the Mefah ; mould 
not more umi verſally, than they did, ac- 
knowledge the completion of theſe Pro- 
phecies in the Perſon of Jeſus ? The Rea» 
ſon however is not very difficult to aſſign; 
if we do but conſider the ſtrong Impreſſion 
which the Thoughts of a triumphat Meſſi- 
ah in the Form of an heroick 12 worldly 
Prince had made upon their Minds; to- 
gether with the ſtrong Tendency, which 
ſeems implanted by God in all Mankind 
towards that Religion in which they have 
been educated, whence ariſe moſt of thoſe 
Difficulties that every one meets with in 
his Attempt to make Converts from any 
one Religion to another ; eſpecially to a 
Religion, which requited the Mottifica- 
tion of their Paſſions, their quitting their 
worldly Intereſts, and which obliged them 
utterly to relinquiſh thoſe Ceremonies in 
Neem they had been bred up from their 
a Fade : 

+ Le. ii. 38. Job. i. 41. iv. 25- 
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Infancy : Which whoever trics will find 
very difficult to bring about, even with 
thoſe who are educatcd in the moſt abſurd 
Do&trines of Popery, or Heatheniſm or 
Mahometaniſm. 

For though Almighty God in his Diſ- 
penſations with Mankind is willing to af- 
ford them a reaſonable Degree of Convic- 
tion, ſuch as is ſufficient to prevail with 
Men of teachable, unprejudiced, and im- 
partial Diſpoſitions ; yet he hath not made 
the Inveſtigation of Truth ſo eaſy, or fo 
plain, in any one Branch of Knowledge, as 
to ſtrike the Indolent and Uninquiſitive; 
or to neceſſitate and force the Aſſent of 
_ the prejudiced and perverſe : Becauſe this 
would take away the Virtue and Merit of 
an impartial Enquiry, and remove all 
Claim and Title to Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments. And for this Reaſon Almighty God 
was pleaſed to deſcribe the coming of the 
Mefsiah in ſuch a Manner, as that Men of 
unprejudiced Minds, whoſe Affections were 
not tied to this World, might know him 
and diſtinguiſh him from all others, and 
of Conſequence believe in him, when he 

did 
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did come: But that Men of worldly Minds, 


and perverſe Paſſions, might yet have Room 
to meet with ſtrong Deluſion and believe a 
Lie. That none of the Wicked ſbould un- 
derſtand it, but that the Wiſe ſhould un- 
derſtand it. 

And hence, although theſe Propheſies, 
which deſcribed the Perſon of the Mefftah, 
as beforementioned, at the Time of his firſt 
coming, repreſented him in a lowly and 
humble Character, and as in a State of Hu- 
miliation; yet when the ſame Prophets 
ſpake of his ſecond coming in the latter 
Days, thoſe Prophecies were expreſſed in 
all the Pomp and Glory, and Magnificence, 
that the elevated Pen of an Eaſtern Genius 
could expreſs, That he ſhould * hav? 
Dominion from Sea to Sea, and from the 
River to the Ends of the Earth. + That 
his Name ſhould be great among the Gen- 
tiles, from the riſing up of the Sun to the 
going down of the ſame. That in every 
Place Incenſe ſhould be offered unto his 


Name. Aud that || of the Increaſe of his 
31 Cove ru- 


Pf bai. 8. + Mal i. 11. ix. 7. 
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Government, and Peace, there ſhould be 
n0 End. Which laft Charaſteriſticks being 
more acceptable to Men of worldly and. 
ſenſual Tnclinations, when ſuch conſulted 
the Bible, they could eaſily ſee their MeF 
ſtab typified in David or Solomon, but 
could not bear to think of his being typift- 
ed by the Offering up of Jaac, or the In- 
ſtitution of the Paſchal Lamb. 

And hence it came to paſs, that although 
the coming of Jeſus as the Meffah, in ſo 
mean a Character as that of a Carpenter's 
Son, and who was afterwards Crucified, 
was acknowledged by Anna and Simeon, 
and ſome illiterate Fiſhermen, it was yet 
a ftumbling-Black ta the Jews, and to the 
Greeks Fooliſbneſ It ſeemed a Contra- 
dition in Terms, to Men of worldly 
Minds, and who valued themſelves for 
their worldly Wiſdom, to ſuppoſe a De- 
tryerer could be Crucified ; and a Redcem- 
er put to Death. They ſaw no Slavery in 
Sin; and therefore thought of no Deliver- 
ance from thence; nor of any Redemption 
from the Power of the Grave. They de- 
hired no Exemption, but {rom the Roman 


Yoke; 5 
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Yoke; no MLS. but over worldly E. 
nemies; and no Victory but over Armies 
that oppoſed them. They never conſider- 
ed that they were greater Slaves to their 
own Paſſions, than they were to the Ro- 
man Senate; that Death and Hell were the 
worſt of Enemies; and the Devil a a greater 
Tyrant than Gz/ar. 

But as I do not apprehend rhat you are 
of this Caſt of mind, I have taken rhe Li- 
berty of laying theſe Papers before you for 
your Peruſal, and Itruſt in God for your 
Conviction; and I beſeech the great God, to 
whom the Secrets of all Hearts are open, 
to ſend that holy Spirit, which he ſent to 
illuminate the Minds of the Prophets of 
old, into your Hearts to inſpire you with 
the Love and Knowledge of Truth; and 
that he will remove from you all Ignorance 
and Hardneſs of Heart, and give you a 
right Judgement in all Things; that for- 
faking all worldly and carnal Affections, 
you may acknowledge the true Meſſiah, 
and by humbling your Thoughts to ten | 

im 
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him in his State of Humiliation, may be 
admitted to partake with him in his State 
of Exaltation and Glory. Which is and 


ſhall be the conſtant Prayer of 
S I R, 
Tour ſmcere Wellwiſher 
57 5 5 Aud bumble Servant, 
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